
The Gothic Revival: ecclesiological 
and architectural change  

  



Proposition 

• Religious changes are a recognition of changes 
in society 

• To understand why religious changes took 
place you need to look at how society 
developed and changed 

• Architectural changes to churches and 
cathedrals should mirror or lead changes in 
the style of secular buildings 



Key features of 1700s 

& early 1800s 

• Start of movement towards a modern 
economy 

• Britain still mostly rural but towns and 
cities started developing after 1760 

• Social segregation based on birth and 
wealth 

• Rural life still dominated by secular and 
religious hierarchy 

• No significant middle class 

 



Religion 

• Mostly Church of England 

• Linked with the State 

• Symbol of social status for some and control of 

masses for remainder 

• Non-conformists seen as a minority and legally 

disadvantaged  

• Few Roman Catholics and legally 

disadvantaged 

• Emphasis on Bible reading and sermon 

• Infrequent communion 



 

 

 

 



 

 

St Stephen, 

Robin Hood’s Bay, 

Fylingdales 

1821 



St John the 

Evangelist, 

Chichester 











St John the Evangelist, Chichester 

• Built 1812-13 

• 18 shareholders invested £3,200 

• Seats to be rented for £500 pa, interest on shares 

£160, Minister £120, other costs £50. Profit £330. 

• In gallery 54 pews, each holding several people. 

Rent between £2/16/- and £11/14/-. 

• 33 servant’s seats below  

• Also below 38 box pews, rent between £2/2/- and 

£8/1/-. 



What about Salisbury Cathedral? 
 
 
 

 

 



• The top of the bell tower had been removed 
and in 1777-9 the nave pulpit was removed, 
many pews replaced, galleries added behind 
the choir stalls, the Presbytery extended into 
the Trinity Chapel and the Hungerford Chantry 
removed from the north to the south side of 
the chancel and converted into the Radnor 
Pew (they paid!) 

 



• Wyatt was appointed in 1786 and produced a 
plan to level the church yard, drain the 
ground, remove the tombstones and cover the 
ditches 

• In 1787 Wyatt was asked to survey the 
cathedral. Changes were approved in 1789. 
Cathedral closed 1 October 1789 and 
remained closed for 3 years 

• Wyatt had restored cathedrals at Lichfield. 
Hereford and Durham as well as at Salisbury 

 

James Wyatt (1746-1813) 



Main changes 

• Removal of Hungerford and Beauchamp chantry chapels 
• Strip out everything between the choir and the Trinity 

Chapel including the reredos so as to create a large open 
space 

• Modify the pulpitum with organ above [he had wanted to 
remove the pulpitum] 

• Tombs were arranged in two neat lines between nave and 
aisles 

• Stalls varnished and new canopies added, new pulpit and 
bishop’s throne, communion rail, paving 

• Removal of coloured decoration on vault and walls 
• North and south porches removed  



Funding the work was difficult, so 

• Lead removed from the cloister 

• Brass eagle and 2 spare bells sold 

• Campanile demolished and materials sold 

• Much stained glass removed for the lead 



Then 

 

 



Things had started to change 

• Industrialization post 1760 

• Rapid growth in urban areas 

• Factory replaces crafts and agriculture 

• Rise of economic activity and affluence 

• Spread of wealth and emergence of middle 
class 

• Increase in poverty and disillusionment 

 

• Reaction against change and “progress” 

 



Change 

• Rise in religious pluralism 
– Rise of non-conformity 

– Rise of Roman Catholicism 

• Growth in doubt and non-belief 

• Massive population growth 
– 1801    8.9m 

– 1851  17.9m 

– 1901  32.5m 

• Criticism of society (Hard Times) 



Pluralism - Restrictions on 

religious alternatives starts to end 

 

• Reform of Test & Corporations Act 1828 

• Roman Catholic Relief Act 1829 

 

 

• But continued for Jews 



A.W.N. Pugin (1812-52) 

• “Leader” of the Gothic Revival 

• Championed change of architectural style away 

from Classical to a revived “medieval” Gothic 

• Linked architecture with religion and nationalism,  

• Published Contrasts and True Principles 

• Lived briefly in Salisbury, became a Roman 

Catholic while here 



  



The Oxford Movement 

• Started in Oxford as an academic debate 

• Created debate within the Church of England 

• Changed emphasis on historical legacy 

• Changed liturgy 

 

 

• Much of the change which followed reflected 

these debates or reacted against them 



Cambridge Camden Society 

• Became the Ecclesiological Society 

• Started by a group of young Cambridge 
students 

• Tried to give architectural expression to the 
ideas coming from Oxford 

• Published the Ecclesiologist 

• List of approved and not approved architects 

• Reviews of new churches and restorations 



And in the cathedral … 



George Gilbert Scott (1811-78) 

In 1858 he undertook a survey of the cathedral 
and in 1862 commenced a through restoration 

• Restore fabric as needed 

• Sweep away eighteenth century changes and 
work by Wyatt 

• Reorder choir 

• Repopulate western end with statues 



Overall objective in Salisbury 

• Return the cathedral to something like its 
Gothic origins (ie sweep away the changes 
Wyatt had made – well all the ones we did not 
like) 



External & structural works 

• Dominated the period 1862-6 

• Underpinned or repaired foundations as 
needed 

• Repaired or replace damaged stone on facade 

• Stabilized and then restored the tower, 
inserting huge scissor braces 

• Note that the tower and spire at Chichester 
had collapsed in 1861 

 





West end 

• Undertaken 1866-9 

• Repair decayed and damaged stonework – 
usually consisted of the addition or 
replacement of consoles for figure sculptures, 
capitals and shafts, together with restricted 
repairs to string-courses and arches  

• Often accused of over destructive restorations 
but no evidence of this in Salisbury, but … 







Reorder choir 

• Started 1869 
• Wyatt screen removed and replaced 
• Crossing pulpit and choir pulpit created (choir pulpit since 

replaced) 
• Floor tiles (since replaced with marble) 
• Choir stalls restored and given new desks 
• North and south entrances to the choir were reintroduced 
• Reredos erected behind main altar 
• Bishop’s throne installed 
• Memorial to Bishop Bingham restored and a new one 

commemorating Bishop Hamilton erected 
• Painted decoration on vault reintroduced 
• Scott knighted in 1872 

 
 



The 
screen 

debate – 
Wyatt’s 
screen 



Scott’s iron 
screen. 
Built by 

Skidmore of 
Coventry. 

Cost £1,000. 
Part now in 
Alderbury 

church. 

  



Reredos 
by 

Farmer & 
Brindley. 

Cost 
£1,800. 

Removed 
1960s. 

(note crucifixion 
scene) 



Thirteenth century stalls restored and given new desks. 
Canopies were added later (1913). 



Clayton & Bell’s 
recreation of 
original vault 



Bishop’s 
throne built 

1877 by 
Thomas Earp. 

Cost £590. 

 



Erected 1877. 
Built by Farmer 

& Brindley. 
Chilmark and 

Purbeck stone. 
Noah, Elijah, 

Jonah, St John 
the Baptist. 

Balustrade by 
Skidmore.  

Choir pulpit 
removed 1961. 



And then … 

• Nave restoration followed from 1877 

• Scott died in London on 27 March 1878 

• Succeeded by G E Street who worked on north 
porch, Consistory Court, chancel aisle gates 
and organ case 

• WWI, a recession and then WWII put an end 
to major works until 1950s and 1960s when … 



  

part of what Scott had done was removed and 
The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral Thirty-First 
Annual Report (May 1961), pp. 27-8,  

 

rejoiced at the removal of ‘the distracting 
fussiness of the choir screen, the reredos, the 
encaustic tiles …’ 

 




