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COOMBE BISSETT AND HOMINGTON  

 
Issue No 250 April/May 2020 

 

Support our local businesses at this difficult time: 

 
   Open for take away meals & liquor off sales 
  
  

 
   
  PDK Vehicle Services Ltd 
    01722 718707 

   Open for MOTs and Breakdowns 
  

  

    Coombe Bissett Stores  
     01722 718852 
  

FOLLOW THE GOVERNMENT ADVICE 
SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBOURS WHERE YOU 

ARE ABLE AND 
 STAY SAFE 
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COOMBE BISSETT & HOMINGTON EXPRESS     Issue No. 250 April/May 2020 

Sitting here on the 27
th
 of March finalising this 250

th
 edition of the Express we are overshadowed by 

the Covid-19 virus which is sweeping the world throwing everyone’s lives into uncharted terrority. 

‘Lockdown’, is the new norm and people are naturally anxious and concerned about what time will 

bring.  As ever our villages have responded to the calls for help and assistance and the volunteers 

support is greatly appreciated.  Information on the community and parish support on offer has been 

sent to households within our villages and can be found on the Coombe Bissett Community Facebook 

Group and replicated within this edition. 

 

A new dawn for us as well, as we took the decision last week to publish the Express, via the Coombe 

Bissett website, www.coombebissett.com so those who have internet access can read it.  There is a 

notice on the Coombe Bissett Facebook page about this and notices in Coombe Bissett and Homington 

to let people know.  If you know of anyone who would like a hard copy please ask them to get in 

touch with me, using the details below.  Copies can be printed at a later date when things return to the 

new normal.   

 

Rachael Coombs has started a new feature, ‘Know your Neighbour’, which was very apt for her family 

earlier in the year and is again at this present time.  Please see page 19 and 20. 

 

Sharon Hallis is running a short story competition for children aged 8 to 14 and the details can be 

found on pages 28 and 29.  There will be prizes - book tokens for the winners.  So hopefully the 

children in our villages will find time to put pen to paper and give it a go! 

 
As most of you will know by now, Helen Baynes sadly passed away on March the 3rd having recently 
moved into Braemar Lodge following a severe stroke she had suffered whilst opening the Church just 
after Christmas. 
  
Helen will always be remembered as a much-loved member of the community and the church. I am 
sure many people will miss her friendly face around the village.  
  
The cremation happened on the 25th of March, and despite the attendees being limited to only 5, the 
family tell us that “the sun shone on Mum and Jenny gave a touching and at times funny Tribute, 
fully fitting of such a special person”.  
  
A Memorial Service in Coombe Bissett Church was to be held in May, but this has now been delayed 
until later in the year, because of the coronavirus. Details will be provided nearer to the time.  
  
Not everyone will know that Helen was a poet, and her sons have kindly provided a couple of her 
favourite pieces, which they thought we might be interested in sharing in memory of her in the 
Express.  See page 6. 
 

The Thanksgiving service for Ann Germain who passed away before Christmas was held at the end of 

January and her Eulogy can be found at pages 9 to 11. 

 

Finally, don’t hesitate to ask for help if you need it.  There are a group of 

volunteers who are keen to help and waiting to respond. 

 

Above all, STAY SAFE. 
 
Submissions in MS word and advert requests should be sent to the email address below.   

Latest submission date for next issue   ……………………   5pm    20
th

 May 2020 

Sue Dyer email: cbandhexpress@outlook.com                                   Phone: 01722718514 

http://www.coombebissett.com/
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CORONAVIRUS – COMMUNITY AND PARISH 
COUNCIL SUPPORT 

COMMUNITY UPDATE 25/03/20 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has announced a series of new restrictions to fight the Coronavirus 

pandemic. These include staying at home, no unnecessary journeys and social contact, only leaving 

home for essential shopping, medical needs and one form of exercise per day. 

IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
ADVICE IS FOLLOWED. 

Please do not leave your house unnecessarily and limit your visits to the shop. Please observe restrictions on 

people entering the shop and do not gather in the car park.   

As a community we want to help everyone but particularly support and protect those who are elderly or 

vulnerable to the effects of the virus.   

PLEASE USE THE SUPPORT CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBERS BELOW 

WHEN YOU ARE IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE.  NOT ONLY WILL THIS BENEFIT 

YOURSELVES BUT WILL PROTECT THOSE WHO MAYBE VULNERABLE. 

 Please don’t hesitate to ask for help if you need it. We have a group of volunteers who are keen to help and 

waiting to respond.   

Abigail Bird on abigailbird@hotmail.com is coordinating email requests so please use this or use any 
of the following phone numbers: 

Debbie James on 718850 or 07759 886234 
Abigail Bird on 718645 or 07751 715391 

Anna Mynott on 718353 
Alastair Lack on 718303 

 
The Revd. Jenny Taylor on 01722 503081 or 07989 569588 and Ruth Morgan on 718557 or 07818 037032 can 

help with emotional support   

Charles May and his team at Coombe Bissett Stores are available during shop opening hours to take orders, 

that can be delivered, to your doorstep or grocery boxes which can be collected from the shop. Contact him 

on shop@coombebissettstores.co.uk. Please include your contact phone number. Availability of some goods 

is limited. Charles will email acknowledgement but please be prepared to wait 36 hours for orders. Customers 

can collect or they can ask for a volunteer to pick up. Neighbours can order as a group to save on delivery 

journeys.   

Keith and Sue Smith at the Fox and Goose on 718437 are offering very reasonably priced takeaway meals 

from 5pm – 8pm Monday to Saturday. They will also deliver to vulnerable and elderly Coombe Bissett and 

Homington residents.   

A local builder can carry out emergency repair and maintenance jobs. Contact Debbie James on 718850 for 

this service.   

See Gov.uk/coronavirus or 111.nhs.uk for the most up to date information 
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Team Rector 

Revd Catherine Blundell - 780134 

Team Vicar 

The Revd Canon Jenny Taylor - 

503081 

 

Churchwarden 

 Mollie Lampard - 718517 

Lay Pastoral Assistant 

Ruth Morgan - 718557

 
Three contributions from me this edition, please read them ALL!  

 

Firstly: 

 

What anxious and worrying times we are going through. We are now in this lockdown period 

which seems incredibly strange not least because we have had to lock our churches for the 

duration. What celebration there will be when we can re-open! The building is shut but our prayer 

life and care for each other continues. I am praying every day for you all in these villages and my 

heartfelt prayer is that we all stay well and healthy.  Thank you Abi and Debbie for working so 

hard on our parish Plan and to all who have volunteered to help. It is wonderful to see such love 

and concern in action. Please ensure that those without internet have phone calls and see copies of 

this and please give my number to anyone who would like a telephone call.  

 

For those on the Internet, we are emailing a regular bulletin from the churches, we are sharing a 

weekly service and there is a Face Book page – Chalke Valley Churches – please follow it and 

even if you are not an FB user – try it for the duration! 

  

There is little doubt that we are in the waiting game and we honestly do not know what is going to 

happen – those could have been the words of the disciples after Jesus had died. Wait they did until 

the first glorious Easter morning dawned and their waiting materialised into the greatest gift ever 

given – the gift of life through Jesus Christ. 

 

I believe that we need to hold fast to the truth of Jesus Christ during these waiting days; these are 

the times when we need to connect with one another more than ever; these are the times when we 

must remember that we have to journey through Good Friday before we arrive at Easter. But 

arrive we will and there before us will be the truth that has never failed and that always gives 

hope:  

 

“I am the resurrection and the life, “says the Lord. “Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” John 11: 25-26 

 

Dear God our Shield and our Defender,  

guide and protect us all in this time of health emergency;  

deliver all  from all harm  

and may your love and care ever grow in this Chalke Valley.   

And may the blessing of Easter be with us all. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Chalke Valley Benefice 
 

Parish of Coombe Bissett with Homington  
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Secondly: 

 

We were all saddened and shocked by the death of our dear friend Helen Baynes. We had all so hoped 

that her recovery would continue but it was not to be.  

 

Helen had laid down very clear wishes for her funeral arrangements and in accordance with those, her 

family attended her private funeral at Salisbury Crematorium last month and we will all come together 

on Wednesday 6
th
 May at 12.30 in Church to celebrate Helen’s long life full of service. 

 

Our deepest love and prayers go to Joe, Nick and David, Helen’s sons, and their families. They have 

all become very much part of the community over these last weeks and I know how much they have 

appreciated all the support and love which was shown to their Mother and to themselves. 

 

Helen was one of those people who just got on with things – if something needed doing she was there, 

whether it was locking and cleaning the church, working in Harnham Day Centre or fetching and 

carrying for others who needed help. All this was undergirded and strengthened by her deep faith, her 

active prayer and worshipping life and her deep love of the written and spoken word. 

 

We shall miss her so much and I know I am only one amongst many who are so grateful to have 

counted her as a friend. 

 

May Helen Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. 

 

And Thirdly: 

 

Priests abound in the Chalke Valley, and together with our Lay Worship leaders and retired priests 

from Salisbury we very rarely have difficulty finding people to lead our worship. However if we want 

our churches in Coombe Bissett and Homington to continue to be places of worship and of community 

we need YOU! Our churches do not run themselves – the buildings have to be maintained and cleaned, 

the graveyards have to be maintained and the Diocesan requirements have to be fulfilled. All these 

take time, money and effort and the more people we have to give that time, money and effort the less 

onerous it is. 

 

But we are running short of volunteers and the ones we have just cannot be expected to carry the 

whole load. Our churches are not at threat of closing, yet, but they will fall into disrepair and services 

will be cancelled unless more people can help. 

 

We need Church Wardens, Sidesmen and Cleaners. We simply cannot go on as we are. Please give me 

a ring or an email to talk further and to save our churches becoming unused, unloved buildings. Being 

a volunteer myself I know what an effort it is sometimes but as I also keep saying the more people 

who volunteer the less onerous it will be. Coombe Bissett and Homington as we have time to think 

during this self-isolation period perhaps you will be spurred on into offering your services. Our 

Annual Parish Church Meeting has been postponed until later in the year so there is plenty of time to 

volunteer! 

 

Revd Canon Jenny Taylor 
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Tribute to Helen Catherine Baynes     8
th

 August 1932 – 3
rd

 March 2020 

 

“Helen’s lifelong service to others and her commitment to the church” sums Helen up completely apart 

from her utter devotion to you her family.  

 

She was an utter and complete darling – obstinate, stubborn and fiercely independent but a darling. 

 

Her thoughts were always for others before herself – devotion to her sister Wendy and their very close 

bond as sisters, I remember well wondering how on earth she managed driving across Salisbury Plain in 

the dark to visit – she never complained, she never seemed worried until she began to have near misses, 

even clipping wing mirrors once,  maybe more. I think it was these minor knocks that led her to stop 

driving.  

 

She was not happy with her decision but nothing daunted she got to grips with the bus timetable and 

became an expert of the times and numbers of buses and enjoying the community who regularly went 

into Salisbury. 

 

Wherever she went and whatever she did she was a catalyst for people taking care of each other – an 

attribute I would imagine, born in her in those early days as a Midwife in London. Not only a catalyst 

but a do-er.  

 

Her weekly turns at Harnham Day centre where she “looked after the elderly” her words! 

Accompanying them on Day trips, games afternoons and generally helping out – a joy to work with, a 

co-worker told me. 

 

In the village itself, Helen was there to help – playing scrabble with Ann Germain, talking and taking 

shopping to others since departed…Pauline, Honor, Ursula. She was a wonderful neighbour, described 

as welcoming caring and thoughtful and just …..always there. 

 

This commitment to others was inspired by and sustained by her deep faith. There was absolutely no 

doubt of her trust in God .. sustained though regular prayer. Over the years she belonged to different 

groups, Bible, Prayer, and Fellowship, sustaining them as much as they did her. She welcomed 

newcomers to the groups, to the Matins Choir which she cared for, and if there was a job to be done 

Helen was first in the queue! 

 

Then there was the locking and unlocking of the church – Helen’s job, I won’t ever forget the scene 

when she had whispered it about that the church door was getting too difficult for her to push open. 

Lesser people would have called it a day but not Helen! There she was one Coffee Morning with 3 men 

around her shaving the door to make it easier for her – completely under her instruction! 

 

And then there was the church cleaning! She was in charge of the rota and put herself with Anna. They 

would arrange a time but no matter what it was Helen would be there half-an-hour early and the tasks 

were completed even before Anna arrived! 

 

She took on the Parish project of regular tea parties with enthusiasm and several of us enjoyed lovely 

sandwiches and cosy chats in front of her sitting room fire. I am so hoping that we can inaugurate a new 

plan in her memory - the Helen Baynes Visiting Scheme. I think she would approve. 

 

She was such a support to so many in all sorts of way but personally,  I will be ever grateful for her 

kindness to me, the Christmas bottles of wine, the prayers and her wisdom. 

 

May Helen Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. Amen. 
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GRANNYS POEMS  

written by Helen Baynes and provided for printing in the Express by her family 

Muriel’s Place 

 

It was a wooden hut between the currants 

And the rockery –  

A homely structure hidden from the house 

Furnished with the easel and her canvasses –  

An oil stove for heating when the days were 

short. 

 

Throughout her long unmarried life 

She visited the hut –  

Put on a smock 

That buttoned at the back –  

Chose her well-kept brushes: 

Closed the door. 

 

And there into her eightieth year 

She grew like a young tree 

Strong in root and stem: 

And all her limbs 

Were full of calling birds. 

 
My Father’s Fig Tree 

 

Each year the patient fig tree  

on the southern wall 

produced its embryonic fruit 

 – a votive crop, perhaps. 

 

Each year my father fought 

 the blackbirds for it 

fig by fig.  

Counted the infant buds 

 

Climbed on a ladder  

to protect the offerings  

with a plastic bag.  

The birds like schoolboys 

 

Larked among the leaves  

cocking their heads, and teasing 

with their hard, bright eyes, 

 juice on their golden bills. 

After the Holiday 

 

Home-bound by northern France 

We cross the Channel 

On a night of storms. 

Bright veins of lightning 

Crack the sullen clouds 

 

Rain pocks the water 

With a fusillade. 

On land again we drive like furies 

Chivvied by the wind –  

Five hundred miles behind us 

 

And the wet road calling home. 

The house is changed –  

Grass long and shaggy though the garden gate 

Roses have budded, blown and fallen, 

Fruit matured, a lilac branch 

 

Dismembered in the wind. Mail on the mat 

Impedes the unlocked door. The hall is cold 

And full of emptiness. 

Only the cat, surprised 

Darts out of the darkness 

 

Weaving round our knees. 

Gradually we draw the house around us 

Like a well-worn coat, 

Feel in the pockets 

For familiar trinkets. 
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ANN MORRIS GERMAIN - Eulogy 
 

The Germain family wish to thank all of you who came to Ann’s Thanksgiving Service on 31 January. 
You filled the church and helped to make the service wonderful and moving. I was humbled and 
proud when it ended. 
 
Ann was born on 23rd October 1935 in Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka today). She lived comfortably in 
a modern 4 bedroomed house, all white with ceiling fans, black polished floors and a large verandah 
looking out onto a large garden with hibiscus, temple trees, cannas, and a giant cotton tree.  A 
Singaporean Nanny and several Tamil servants to cook, clean, and attend to the garden under the 
watchful eye of her mother who had been a Montessori teacher ordered life in the best colonial 
style. Her busy father was the tea buyer and taster for Brooke Bond. 
 
When World War Two began life seemed largely unaffected but then Singapore fell to the Japanese 
and soon after all civilians were given 7 days to pack ready to leave prior to an anticipated Japanese 
invasion. Most of the men were called up and Ann’s father went off to Assam and Burma where he 
soon became a Squadron Leader in the RAF Regiment. 
 
Ann’s mother was nearly 8 months pregnant when they were put on a ship called “New 
Amsterdam” going they knew not where. As it sailed out of the large Colombo harbour a torpedo 
was seen to cross its bow (presumably Japanese but it might also have been from a German 
submarine) and her Dad said later that he’d never seen a ship disappear over the horizon so quickly.  
Food on board was not good, food poisoning led to castor oil remedies.  Some days later they found 
themselves on the dockside in Durban, South Africa with no organised reception party or 
accommodation. Mother said” Oh dear, what will happen to us? “Ann, aged six and a half, is 
reported to have replied” Never mind, Mummy, it will be as good as we can make it.”  Ann’s mother 
told me years later that her daughters words kept her going all the time they spent in South Africa. 
Then I realised it was probably in her mind still during our wonderful marriage together for 64 years. 
 
Ann was plonked on top of the family baggage (everything they had) and told to sit tight while 
Mother went off to find a telephone.  Durban was full of holiday makers that Easter and nobody had 
spare rooms but eventually an English hotelier took pity on them and was able to put them in a tiny 
boxroom.  Two weeks later the same Mr Richards had found them two rooms in the Annex of the 
Royal Hotel in Port Shepstone, some 70 miles away. Ann was then taken to a convent where she 
was expected to stay whilst Mother had the baby. Ann had never seen a nun and made a terrible 
scene when her Mother departed.  In the convent all was not well!  At half term Ann went home 
with mumps and head lice so she was packed off again, this time to the lady who had administered 
castor oil on the ship. 
 
Every day Auntie Ruthie produced a copy of Alice and together they recited and learned by heart 
“The Walrus and the Carpenter.” For the rest of her life Ann used to, sometimes on the most 
unlikely occasions, recite pieces of this and other interesting and unusual items to me and others. 
Her grandchildren in Australia especially regarded our visits to them as special as she always had 
stories, historical and fictional, to keep them interested. 
When Ann was ready to return to the convent her mother discovered that she was terrified. It 
turned out that she had been told by the nuns that if she was ever naughty again the devil would 
come up through the floor boards and take her away. Thus they moved to the Capetown area 
where there were Ceylon friends. The train journey lasted three days and I guess that was why train 
journeys were never after her preferred mode of travel! 
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The new home was one big room in a nice family hotel and Ann again had to go to a convent as 
there were no C of E schools in the area. Mass was spoken in Latin but she was a happy little seven 
year old there. Several other moves took place before the war ended and various educational 
lessons were learned including Afrikaans mostly since forgotten. One lesson she never forgot was 
how to make an apron as later when we were as poor as church mice Ann made clothes for the 
three children, herself, and even items for me!  I still have a number of woollen garments made 
over 40 years ago. During the last part of the stay in South Africa they were able to share a 
bungalow by the sea, carefree days on the beach watching whales and dolphins, even sharks, and 
playing with the neighbour’s pet mongoose. 
The war ended and it was back to Ceylon. Father Neptune ducked her in the traditional way as they 
crossed the Equator. Ever after she got better and better in the water, became a Ceylon record 
holder and I could never catch her except when she wanted me to! What a girl! 
 
Ann was 10 when she saw her 38 year old Father again and did not recognise him as he had snow 
white hair! For a while she went to the Hill School in Kandy but in 1946/7 the family sailed home to 
England for Ann to go to boarding school -- Milton Mount in Crawley and now Wentworth Milton 
Mount in Bournemouth—where she spent the next seven years living with her elderly grandmother 
and great aunt during the holidays, seeing her parents only once. It was not possible to sail to and 
from Ceylon during the holidays.  After Matriculation (remember that?) she returned to Ceylon on 
one of the very early air flights for an extended holiday where she had a great time meeting the 
Queen, and Gregory Peck amongst others.  I am told she was much in demand by the young men at 
the rugby club and elsewhere. 
 
In April 1954 she was invited to a cocktail party and dance at RAF Negombo where the flying boat 
crews from the Maritime Squadron deployed for escort duties, as Her Majesty carried out her 
Commonwealth Tour on SS Gothic, were staying overnight. Thus began her lifelong affair of 66 years 
with me. I saw her and was smitten. She later admitted that this young officer in his best tropical 
dress wearing a white jacket (nowadays a P&O steward looks as smartI) made her legs go weak.  
Our next meeting was under the clock at Victoria Station six months later. 
 
We married on 29th June 1956 at St Mary the Boltons, Kensington and after a honeymoon in 
Guernsey—flying from Portsmouth in a DeHavilland Rapide biplane—we settled into our first home 
in Bosham, 2 up 2 down, a water boiler for the shared bath and a loo in the garden looking out to 
the South Downs and occasional passing trains. We were ecstatically happy there as we were in our 
28th home here in Coombe Bissett since 1986. Some of the others were not so good but with Ann in 
charge of our three children and me we were never less than happy with our surroundings. My wife 
recognised that her talents were in being natural herself and others would follow. We were in 
Germany when, at about 28 years of age, she went from brunette to silver overnight just as her 
Father had years before.  Ann set out when we married to be a housewife and never wanted to 
work anywhere other than for her family or the RAF family to which she had been introduced.  She 
was always there for others, kept herself young and available always for her “tribe”. When I retired 
she followed me around the area whilst I amused myself playing cricket and then golf. She decided 
to take up the game and became Ladies Captain the same year I captained the Seniors. She played 
tennis, joined the Drama Club, the WI, later known as Phoenix and was always about the 
community of which we are all a part. During her illness, from 2007 she maintained a quiet 
determination to keep her sense of humour whilst increasingly in pain and more and more 
immobile. In the last year of her life I admired her for her refusal to give in, she fought to the last. 
 
Our three children spoke at the service and regaled the congregation with their tales of life in the 
Germain family such as Tidyness from Dad, Cleaning from Mum for the eldest who has ever since 
been happy with B&B guests on her farm, Party dressmaking, Maths from Dad (what is 7x7?), Jokes , 
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laughter and so it went on from all three of them saying how clever and creative she was and how 
much their growing up was down to the wise teachings of Mum. Her love for the entire family 
shone through so many of her actions and her passing has left a huge hole in our lives. Life will 
never be the same again. 
 

 
 

Coombe Bissett and Homington 

 

 

 

 

SHOW 
It is with regret that we have made the decision to cancel the Show  

on 4th July 2020 due to the ongoing global crisis. 

It is our intention to hold the Show in July 2021. 

For more information contact Abigail Bird 01722 718645;  abigailbird@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

CHALKE VALLEY LINK SCHEME 
 

   The CVLS provides good neighbour support with transport and        
   practical help for residents. 
 
   For Transport Requests Phone:   718780  
   (Roger Brown, Anna Mynott or Debby Underhill in rotation) 
 
   For Care and Support Phone:       421270 Debby Underhill    
 

There is no set charge, but you are invited to make a donation towards our administrative 
costs. 
 
Our co-ordinators and drivers are all volunteers and there may be times when you will be 
asked to leave a message which will be answered as soon as possible. Please give our 
co-ordinators as much notice as you can. 
 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service                     Registered Charity No 1076335 
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 The Phoenix Club                                                                            Mrs Barbara Carter 01725 

511637 
 

On February 13
th

 2020 Mrs Barbara Carter welcomed members, visitors and the speaker, Sid 

Adcock, EAF Group Captain, retired and Chairman of the Salisbury and District U3A.  

 

Barbara reported that the meeting on March 12
th

 would be the AGM and the final meeting of 

The Coombe Bissett and Homington Phoenix Club. The speaker is to be Mr Mike Read who 

will give a presentation called ‘Travels with a Camera’, after which there would be a special 

social time, before we said goodnight for the last time. 

 

Barbara then introduced Sid Adcock who gave a talk called ‘Look up at the Sky’. He began by 

describing his interest in flying which ban at the age of 14 years, and at boarding school. He 

joined the ATC, Air Training Corps, during which time there were camping expeditions and 

cadets were introduced to the Tiger Moth Bi-plane.  Sid’s interest developed and on leaving 

school in 1962 he joined the RAF, went to Cranwell on a scholarship and graduated in 1962 

with a permanent commission as a Pilot Officer.   Following successive advanced training he 

began piloting the Handley Page Hasting aircraft, joined the 70 Squadron RAF and was posted 

to Nicosia in Cyprus. The posting lasted 2½ years in an air transport role carrying troops 

around the Middle East. Returning to Britain, Sid then became a pilot in Air Transport, flying 

Vickers VC 10, a new aircraft in world-wide operations; this led to an exchange in the USA at 

the HQ of Military Airlift Command for 3 years. After a flying career of 50 years he began 

using a desk in London before retiring in 1996. However, he joined RAF Volunteer Reserve, 

working with cadets at Boscombe Down until finally retiring in 2010. Barbara gave the vote of 

thanks for a talk that included the many aspects of a career in the Royal Air Force. 

The evening ended with refreshments and social time, thanks to the hostesses. 

 

Mrs Barbara Carter, Chairman, welcomed members, visitors and Mr and Mrs Read on March 

12
th

 2020. 

It was with sadness that she reported the deaths of Mrs Ann Germain and Mrs Helen Baynes, 

both willing, loyal and longstanding members of the Phoenix Club. Barbara asked those 

present to stand for a few moments in their memory and in sympathy with their families. 

 

A.G.M. 

Barbara read the following statement: The Phoenix Club was formed on March 14
th

 1996, open 

to the women residents of Coombe Bissett, Homington and the surrounding area. Visitors were 

welcomed and once a year, usually October, an open meeting was held and all residents, 

including men, were welcome with a suitable subject for all to share. Eventually men were 

welcomed as full members. During the 24 years the members have enjoyed programmes of 

entertainment, knowledge, interest and information. Sadly, the Club has found it difficult to 

find members to be responsible for the necessary tasks to form a committee, especially officers, 

for the Club’s continuation. So, the Phoenix Club closes today, March 12
th

 2020 at the end of 

this evening. 

 

Mrs Sheila Wylie presented the financial statement adding that the remaining monetary 

resources would be presented to three Charities; Serve On, The Jo Benson Day Centre and The 

Wiltshire Wildlife Hospital. Barbara then read her Annual Report, highlighting the 2019-2020 

activities and events of the final year. She thanked everyone for their support, help and 

willingness which added to the success of the Club. Barbara was thanked for her role as 

Chairman. 

 



14 
 

Barbara then introduced Mike Read, a favourite speaker with an inspired ‘Travels with a 

Camera’ title. The ‘Travels’ visited several countries starting in the New Forest, at home; this 

included images of the landscape, hinds and stags, flowers and the round-up of New Forest 

ponies for ownership marking or for sale. The presentation then travelled to Portugal and the 

images included birds not normally seen in Britain, the corn bunting, crested lark and bustards 

roaming free across the plains. Back on home ground to Mull and images of the sky at night 

uninterrupted by light pollution, also the colours of  the ‘Northern Lights’, the sleek great 

northern diver, red and black grouse. Following that, a visit in April to Corsica included 

images where mistletoe grows on conifers, the processionary moth caterpillar that starts life in 

a silken tent and moves in a straight line at night to feed, the Corsican nuthatch and star clover. 

On to The Bay of Fundy in Alaska the images were of strange shapes on the shore as a result of 

the highest tide in the world, wax wings, hump-backed whales and the red-necked phalarope.  

Finally, to Hungary from where the images revealed early morning landscapes with mist and 

cloud, purple and sqaucco herons, turtle doves, wrynecks, the colourful roller and cork oak 

trees from which ‘corks’ are made. Mike explained that there were three different types of 

hide; one at normal level, one at eye level and one in which the photographer lies down, each 

built to take images at a beneficial level. Barbara gave the vote of thanks expressing the 

patience Mike has to await the right ‘moment’ to achieve such clarity and special effect for his 

presentations.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                      

The evening ended with a social gathering and delicious ‘eats’ specially provided by the 

members, during which the Committee were thanked for their hard work and commitment for 

the success of the Phoenix Club; a fitting end before everyone left for the last time. 

Thanks to the readers of our copy in each edition. 

 

************************************************************** 

There are some who used to buy Christmas & Celebratory Cards, wrapping Paper etc: from 

Clare Wilson, this is her  contact: telephone no 01249 712735 or 

clare.wilson03@btinternet.com, she will be very pleased to send a catalogue. 

 

 

St Mary’s Church Homington 

Following Government advice about the Corona 

Virus, monthly church coffee mornings will be 

suspended until further notice. 

 

Our Hospital - Salisbury 
Our hospital is excellent - when judged by any standard. But that doesn't mean that it is 
perfect. 
If you have any comments you would like to make - compliments or criticisms - you have 
a publicly elected Board of Governors to look after your interests. 
I am your local hospital governor. Please get in touch at any time if you would like help or 
just to comment 

Alastair Lack The River House, Coombe Bissett.   718 303.  Alastairlack@gmail.com 
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COOMBE BISSETT AND HOMINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

APRIL and MAY 2020  

Although the Village Hall theoretically remains open for business, because of the 

restrictions on gatherings of people imposed by the Corona virus outbreak, 

virtually all activities are suspended until further notice. Regrettably it was 

necessary to cancel the Quiz Night planned for 28th March but we hope to re-

arrange this to a later date. To those who had already made preparations we can 

only offer apologies and thanks. Refunds will be available for people who had 

bought tickets. 

As soon as it is practical to encourage events at the Village Hall again we will 

publicise the change in policy. When the wretched virus is eventually vanquished 

we hope to mark the return to something approaching normality with a party of 

some sort. A barn dance could be one idea but if readers have other suggestions 

please let me know. 

Don Morgan    Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee. 

  

Remember , 

 If you would like to book the hall, check our rates on www.coombebissett.com where you can also find a 

booking request form. Email bookings and enquiries to Rachel Coombs on hall@coombebissett.com  

 

 

 
Village Cinema 
  
Our February screening of Official Secrets was cancelled due to a last minute change to 
the licensing date. This was particularly annoying as we had been given the go ahead in 
November to show it. It is the first time that has happened to us, but we do always try to 
show new films so there is a danger this could happen. Instead we showed Mrs Lowry 
and Son which didn’t have quite the same excitement but was beautifully acted. 
 
Unfortunately due to the virus we will be unable to show any films for the foreseeable 
future but will get up and running as soon as we can. In the meantime Kim Greenhalgh 
has compiled a list of films you might like to watch at home. See our separate page for 
details. Perhaps we could all agree to watch the same one and then have an online 
discussion about it! If you think this is a good idea and you would like to join in please let 
me know at heatherscutt@mac.com .    
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SID - Keep him smiling, he's watching you! 
 

 

    

From left to right:  Deborah James - Parish Clerk, Carola Thomas (Volunteer), Jo Pay 

(Volunteer),  Adrian Turnbull (SID Coordinator) 

A fatal road traffic accident in March 2019, a Metrocount demonstrating the 30mph speed restriction on 

the Salisbury Road was exceeded regularly, no prospect of the Police carrying out speed checks and a 

desire to help our community led Adrian Turnbull to approach the Parish Council to ask for help to 

combat speeding on the A354.  It has been his instigation, motivation and expertise that has resulted in 

the launch of our “all singing, all dancing” Speed Indicator Device or SID, which can be moved around 

the Parish, to include Tottens and Homington. 

 

Behind the scenes, hours of work have been carried out. First of all it had to be agreed by the Parish 

Council and Wiltshire Council. This was followed by conversation and liaison with the Whiteparish and 

Landford SID team, who have become competent in training and advising. The Community Speed Watch 

organisation was approached for guidance and Wiltshire Council Highways and Traffic Engineers were 

repeatedly asked questions. 

 

The next task was to price and select the best SID. A great deal of technical data can be acquired with 

these devices now, so this responsibility was not for the faint hearted. Once this had been decided, it was 

necessary to go back to Wiltshire Council to agree various sites for the SID to be moved to and what 

poles and posts it could be fixed to. Adrian and Chris Chelu had site meetings with the local highways 

engineer to decide what was feasible. 

 

Paying for the SID and the accessories was dealt with by a successful Parish Council grant application to 

Wiltshire Council Southern Area Board for £800 with the balance coming from the Community 

Infrastructure Levy Fund. 

 

Recently Wiltshire Council has erected new post holders and a further three signposts are being adapted 

to support the Radar Sign, which means there will be 8 locations around our community where the SID 

will operate.  

 

An advertisement went out asking for local volunteers to assist with moving the SID, once it was up and 

running. A very commendable eight people responded. They undertook a lecture and video training 
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session, followed up by a practical lesson on site.  On 12
th

 February 2020, the SID went live on the 

Salisbury Road. It will be moved around regularly. It is insured and so are the volunteers! If anyone else 

would like to join the volunteer group, please get in touch with a member of the Parish Council. 

 

It is hoped driver awareness will be raised, so that inappropriate speeds are reduced. Casual or 

unintentional speeders should be alerted to their misdemeanors, which may be due to lack of attention. 

Data acquired will be forwarded on to the Police.  

 

This is a great asset for Coombe Bissett and Homington. Adrian is currently coordinating the movement 

of the SID around the various sites and manages the collection and reporting of road traffic data. 

 

The Parish Council thanks him and his associates for contributing to the safety of all of us who use the 

roads and pavements around our Parish. 

 

 

 

Coombe Bissett Community 
Facebook Group 

 

Coronavirus Support 
 

We have over 150 members in our Community Facebook Group. Even if you do not normally use 

facebook, it is an instant way to connect with people, and is a very effective way to offer, or ask for help 

in these uncertain times. The group is monitored to exclude unnecessary and irrelevant posts, and the 

members are all local to Coombe Bissett and Homington. 

It is easy to join, just search for “Coombe Bissett” and it will pop up. The group is for all friends and 
residents of Coombe Bissett and Homington.  
 
If you, or someone you know might need help and support in the next few weeks, please consider joining 
the group and we can support each other within our villages. 
 

 
 
 

BISHOPSTONE VILLAGE HALL  April 2020 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

 

Following government advice and to help avoid the transmission of the Corona (Covid-19) virus, the Village Hall 

Trustees have decided to close the premises until further notice.  All Bishopstone Village Hall events, including 

Community lunches, the Community Café, Moviola and Rural Arts performances are therefore cancelled for the time 

being. 

It is possible that the May Plant Sale may go ahead if it is feasible to hold this outdoors so please save any spare 

plants and seedlings of vegetables, flowers or fruit.   

 

The AGM which was booked for 22nd May will probably be postponed.  A further update will be given in the May 

edition of Bishopstone Village Hall News.   

Information will also be published on the Village web site  www.bishopstone-salisbury.co.uk   

We look forward to seeing everyone again when things have settled down and we have the official go 

ahead to re-open.  Stay safe and keep well.  The Village Hall Trustees 17th March 20. 
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      Know your  

 
Neighbours, everybody needs good neighbours. With a little understanding. You can find the perfect blend. 
Ooooooh, Neighbours, should be there for one another. That's when good neighbours become good 
friends. 
  
Ok, so maybe the lives, loves and challenges of the residents in Ramsey Street, a cul-de-sac in the town of 
Erinsborough in Australia back in the late 1980's has romantically scarred me forever but in reality maybe it 
is has led me to want to submit a new article for the express too? I plan to bring a little information on a 
resident each edition before their obituary appears so readers will get to know a neighbour slightly better 
than before.... 

  

 

     Who Am I?  
 
Born in Aberdeen, grew up in The Cathedral Close, Salisbury 
and moved to Coombe Bissett in 1980 from Bishopstone as 
“the right house came up and we were in the right place at the 
right time” 
He continued to work in the watercress beds at the end of 
Marsh Lane for 21 years. 
 
He finished his working life at Salisbury District Hospital  
in theatres as an ODO (Operating department orderly)  and a 
porter for a further 18 years. 
 
Due to the proximity of the church where our neighbour lives 
it's no wonder that in 1981 he started ringing the bells, still 
does and became the flag marshall. 
For 30 years he wound the church clock (now it's electrical he 
just has to change the hour twice a year!) 
 
He became a helper at the youth club (held on a Thursday evening) then ran by Ken Mould and Ann 
Hewlett, but as soon as he joined they finished!  (he didn't take it personally) and 'had enough kids for a 
couple of hockey teams'. 
 
He and his wife were also the school cleaners at that time and he's a mean wood craftsman (see below) 

 
             

               

     

 

      

 Give Up? 
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Ron West, now retired but sounds busier than ever with gardening, holidays, photography and walking 
(favourite walking place Pembury Knowle, near Martin Down). 
 
But his passion rages on a Saturday night when it's 'cook night' 
  
A recipe is hunted down on a Thursday, ingredients bought on a Friday and the dish is concocted and 
sampled on the Saturday evening. Ron even makes his own bread, with no machine! Very impressed as 
sourdough is included in his menu! 
  

    Quick Fire Q&A 
 

1. What was/is your nick name? Do Ron 
 

2. If you could time travel, when would you go? Between 1st and 2nd 
world wars to discover countries as they were then 

 
3. What is your pet hate? Politicians 

 
4. What is your favourite TV programme? Grand Tour of Scotland, The 

Dark Materials 
 

5. What do you like most about living in CB & H? Living in the 
countryside 
 

6. What is the silliest way you've been injured? In the Lake District, 
trying to catch a ewe and fell over, bent thumb backwards. Went back 
to work but they ended up taking me straight in for an operation on 
my thumb instead! 

 
7. Where is your favourite place in the world? Ardnamurchan, Scotland 

 
8. What is your favourite food/dish? Chicken, clementine and fennel with ouzo, favourite dish to cook. 

 
9. What is the best piece of advice you've received? “make sure you get yourself a pension” 

 
10. Would you rather...... sleep wearing handcuffs or a bike helmet?   

Bike helmet because of toiletry requirements during the night! 

 
Thanks to Ron West       Interviewed by Rachel Coombs  
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                                    don@coombebissett.com         Don Hewlett 741354 

CELEBRATING FORTY YEARS OF CRICKET AT SHUTTS LANE 

IN 2020 

The earliest that we can trace back the game of cricket in the parish, is way back to 1888 when cricket was 

played at Homington Down, the pitch was probably at the top of Pigeon Hill, adjacent to the eight hole golf 

course, which was there at the time. The earliest match that we can find was a game against Odstock, with the 

team comprising a mixture of “Toffs and “Workers”. The Toffs team included the local Vicar and the 

Headmaster of the CB school. 

 

However, cricket must have pre-dated the golf, as proved by the extract purloined from the present golf club 

web-site: 

Salisbury & South Wilts Golf Club was almost certainly formed after the Bishop of Salisbury and his wife 

had a holiday at St. Andrews. Bishop Wordsworth, prompted by his wife, approached the land owner at 

Homington and in 1888 for a rent of £2 a year the Homington Down Golf Club was formed. 

Consisting of 8 holes, with the Homington Cricket Club pavilion being used as the clubhouse, the 12 

members started playing golf.  The number of members increased over the next three years when the land 

was sold and the new owner of the land increased the rent and made so many restrictions that a new site 

needed to be located. 

With the kind permission of Lord Pembroke, the new site was located on the race plain and a new 9 hole 

course was designed by Mr JH. Taylor and the club reopened in 1895. The club was renamed South Wilts 

Golf Club and used the racecourse premises, the Bibury Club, as the clubhouse. 

With the move to the present site of the Golf Club, cricket at Homington Down folded, with the members 

upping sticks and taking the cricket pavilion with them to use as storage! 

 

Shortly after the first world war, the club was again reformed, with matches being played at Tottens, this 

continued on and off, until the outbreak of the second world war, when the club again folded. At the cessation 

the members were keen to resurrect the club, and the game restarted in 1946, with matches played in the field 

opposite the Giants Collar at the far end of the Blandford Road, after just one season they moved across the 

road to the Giants Collar and continued to play there until 1973, until they moved to Shutts Lane and played 

for just one season in 1974 when club folded again, due to the lack of volunteers and players, they also 

considered that the pitch was too dangerous. 

 

Fast forward to 1979, when Gerald Bundy, Dave Edwards and yours truly, got together with the idea that there 

were a good number of young lads in the parish who were keen to play cricket, and come 1980, the first match 

by the present club was played, with the strict rule that you must live within the 
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parish to qualify to play, this rule continued through to 1997, when players became short, the Newman 

Brothers from Bishopstone were invited to join, due to the fact that they had a Coombe Bissett telephone 

number. Although the old rule has now been cancelled, most of our players live locally.  

 

At the onset, our club was totally lacking in funds, and together without a pitch as such, a battered old mower, 

plus an ancient roller, needing four people to push it, and an old shepherds hut pressed into use as a pavilion, it 

was upwards and onwards. 

 

Over the years fund raising became vital, to keep our club buoyant. The annual Valentines Ball, a black-tie 

affair with fork supper, together with an eighteen-piece big band, made up with mainly professional musicians, 

who played in the South Coast theatres during the summer, and formed a rehearsal band during the winter, 

ensured that tickets were snapped up very quickly. The other good thing was that the band loved playing at 

this event, and they also came cheaply! Whist Drives, Bingo and Jazz On A Summers Evening, with three 

bands and a stage erected in the field, always drew crowds of 250 plus, although on one occasion the weather 

let us down when it just teemed down for the whole day. Desperate phone calls were made asking people not 

to come, but they still did, and the hall was crammed with over 200 people, but the atmosphere was just great. 

Another successful event was the annual fun run, starting at the shop, up over the Coombe Hollow, then down 

over the Homington hollow, up to the Homington Corner, along the drove to the hospital, down into Odstock 

and finishing at the green at Homington. Up to 300 hundred runners always competed, but possibly Mr Elf and 

Safety might have a say nowadays, but we never had a problem. 

 

It is many thanks to the fund raising and the generosity of our patrons that the club is in now fine fettle. As to 

date, with no less than 806 games played, 452 won, 254 lost and 100 drawn, and 291 players turning out for 

the club. Now with a fine pavilion, a myriad of machinery, and possible the finest pitch in the district - thanks 

to Ian our fantastic grounds-man - we all look forward to the future. 

As for events to mark our 40
th
 year, unfortunately due to the present situation that we all find ourselves in, we 

have sadly cancelled our early events. Hopefully things will improve, to allow us to go ahead later in the year.  

 

AS ALWAYS, WE ARE VERY KEEN TO WELCOME NEW PLAYERS, SO WHY NOT DUST OFF 

THOSE WHITES,  GET IN TOUCH AND JOIN US FOR OUR CELEBRATION SEASON. 

 

To visit our web-site for all fixtures for 2020, reports and news just google coombe bissett cricket club. 
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We are all living in uncharted waters. Never has anybody lived through what is happening in the World today. 
 
The effect of the Corona Virus will be talked about in many years to come, just as we talk about events that 
have happened in our lifetimes and before we were born. 
 
I never ever thought I would be writing a newsletter to you when I can’t even begin to let you know what we 
will be doing in the future days and weeks, as we just don’t know. 
 
What has happened is that we have been forced to close by the Government as part of the strategy to slow 
down and stop the spread of the Corona Virus. Although a correct measure of safety, this has a had a dramatic 
impact on our trade which has basically stopped completely. 
 
All our staff are now on “Furloughed” status which basically means unpaid involuntary leave until further 
notice. We are still waiting for further details on the Government scheme to pay 80% of their wages but this is 
a slow process. 
Sue and I will continue to keep the Pub going, even though we are self-employed and not receiving any income 
as yet. 
 
We have had a tremendous amount of support from both local residents and members of our Loyalty club. 
Customers have supported us with generous donations, Gift Voucher purchases and in the Take Away service 
we have implemented to help our local villagers, vulnerable and self-isolating individuals who cannot leave 
their homes. 
 
I have had numerous emails from customers who cannot visit us at this time who have expressed their wishes 
that we survive this event and that they can return to a place they enjoy to be at. 
Some of the comments that I have received from people have been so emotional that it is hard to believe that 
we are so important in some people’s lives. 
I have seen what the Pub means to some people, it is a life line to get out and meet other people, to enjoy a 
beer, a meal or just talk about the everyday things in life that we take for granted but now feel like it’s a 
different World. 
 
We are offering a Take Away service and details can be viewed on the Coombe Bissett Web site or the Fox and 
Goose Facebook page and web site, details below. 
 
We will keep in regular contact through the above channels and our Loyalty programme 
 
We hope you all keep well during this crisis and if anybody needs help please contact us and we will do what 
we can. 
 
Keith and Sue 
Email: foxandgoose@coombebissett.com     
            www.foxandgoose- coombebissett.co.uk 

 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fox-and-Goose/159786457370453 
 

 

mailto:foxandgoose@coombebissett.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fox-and-Goose/159786457370453
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FROM APPRENTICE TO CAPTAIN: A MARINERS STORY            John Bletsoe 

SS Ocean Monarch 7.10.60 to 9.9.61   

I joined the Ocean Monarch in Falmouth on 7th October 1960.  The ship’s statistics: 516’ x 72’ and 

powered by 4 Parson’s marine-geared turbines turning two propellers and built by Vickers 

Armstrong Ltd., Newcastle.  Maximum speed 18.5 knots with a crew of 240.  Passengers 420 single 

class.  This was somewhat different to the Tramp ships and Mediterranean ships I had sailed on 

previously.  Instead of 3 mates there were six and two captains. I was no. 5 on the list as Senior 3rd 

Mate.  

There were two mates on each watch, one senior and one junior.  

24.00 to 04.00 and 12.00 to 16.00 the Junior Chief Mate and senior 3rd Mate.  

08.00 to 1200 and 20.00 to 24.00 the senior 2nd Mate and junior 3rd Mate.   

04.00 to 08.00 and 16.00 to 20.00 the senior 1st Mate and junior 2nd Mate.    

All the three most senior officers had Master’s Certificates, the others, 1st Mate’s or 2nd Mate’s 

Certificates.  One Captain, (the Boss) and a Staff Captain, the second in command. 

The Staff Captain had brought the ship over form America as the captain.  He had taken leave in 

America to get married.  The ship was in dry dock and a very busy time usually.  However on the 

next morning three of us juniors were stood in the Senior First Mates Office waiting for work 

instructions for the day when he said: ‘off you go to your cabins, I’ll call you when I need you’.  So 

that was that for the day.  It took a lot of getting used to waiting all day to be given some work. 

After leaving dry dock we came along side to load stores for all departments.  So we were gainfully 

employed checking deck stores and correcting charts, appearing in the ‘weekly notice' to mariners’, 

and also corrections to lights, from that publication. 

The trans-Atlantic crossing was uneventful, apart from our watches walking around the ship trying to 

find our way around. 
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There were five passenger decks: Sun Deck, Promenade Deck, and A, B, and C Decks.  All the 

officers or rather most of them were on the Boat Deck:  Mates, engineers, and Radio Officers (5).  

The two Captains on the Bridge Deck.  The Crew ratings were on D Deck and the Chief Engineer, 

Chief and Senior Steward, Doctor, Senior and Second Purser all on A Deck.  The entertainers, 

band, singers and dancers were on the Sun Deck. 

The Captain was a very insular person.  I was to spend two years on the vessel and he only spoke 

to me on three occasions.  He had absolutely no interest in the crew aboard ship. The Staff Captain 

did all the usual work of the Master.  He even gave the Ship’s Official Log Book (record of 

inspections, punishments and life-boat drills) to the Junior 2nd Mate to fill in!  I could never figure out 

what he did all day. 

The ship had some very petty rules.  For instance, you had to be in possession of a Master’s 

Certificate to be allowed to climb one flight of stairs to the Bridge Deck Square, (which separated the 

Masters from the Staff Captain’s Cabin) the rest of us had to approach the Bridge from the outside 

leeside ladder.  

The Chief Officer was a really nice Yorkshireman, very intelligent with an extra Master’s Certificate.  

His wife and daughters were on board as they were going to live in Bermuda.  As well were the 

wives of the Staff Captain and Junior 2nd Mate.  All the rest of us were single. 

The Captain’s wife was an American lady living in New York.  She would drive down to meet the 

ship each time we arrived in NY in a Ford ‘T’ Bird he bought her as a wedding present.  I suppose 

he must have talked to her. 

My watch was the 00.00 to 04.00 and 12.00 to 16.00.  We rarely saw the Captain on the Bridge as 

he was never around during our morning watch and did not like my watchmate, who was known as 

Gentleman George.  He never returned to the UK and would take his leave in America.  That way he 

would get six weeks leave: the two Atlantic crossings plus the four weeks re-fit.  He was a 

Scotsman; very quiet, very efficient and inoffensive, a really good shipmate. His favourite port was 

St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands.  He loved to go to The Morning Star Beach and he normally 

dressed in his Savill Row suit, brown brogues and briefcase and, of course, a collar and tie!  He was 

the Junior Chief Officer.  I knew him well as I was his watchmate for a year and a half.  

The Staff Captain was as different as chalk and cheese from the Captain.  He was a ginger scouse, 

full of vigour and tried to run a very tight ship as far as discipline was concerned.  He had an MBE, 

earned as a fourteen year old, carrying messages on his bicycle during air-raids delivering 

communications.  One problem, he liked to drink too much and not very good tempered when he 

was in his ‘cups’. 

The Junior 2nd. Mate from Essex was married, his wife living in Bermuda.  Bermuda was very 

expensive and the poor chap was always short of cash.  We used to send our white uniforms to the 

laundry in New York; he could not afford to do so.  He would ‘dhobie’ and starch his uniform on 

board.  He used so much starch his long white trousers stood up by themselves! 

The ship’s doctor was quite elderly and an ex-brigadier.  Apparently he was a POW of the Japanese 

in WW2.  I had very little contact with him.  However, he gave us an anti-polio injection during the 

first year of my time on board.  Once I had a very unpleasant sty on my right eyelid.  I paid him a 

visit one morning after breakfast.  He agreed to lance it for me.  He tended to enjoy red wine too 

much, buying semi-demijohns in the Caribbean.  Lying down on his couch looking up as the needle 

descended towards my eye in his shaking hand.  We both agreed to suspend action for another day! 

The Senior 2nd Officer was a very pleasant Scotsman from Blair-Gowry this was his second 

appointment, the first being a cadet for the previous five years.  Hi-Fi records were new and kits 
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were available to buy quite reasonably in the States.  A ship with all the know-alls on board only too 

keen to help, we had two electricians and five radio officers on board.  We kept 24hour radio watch 

with three men and one radio telephone operator and a senior who kept the radio accounts, these 

kits were quite amazing and provided loads of entertainment over the coming months. 

On board were four deck apprentices.  The senior was employed as the Chief Officer’s ‘writer’ taking 

a lot of office and typing work away from the CO, who was a watch officer keeping the 04.00 to 

08.00 watch.  In port the three junior cadets had to stay on the navigating bridge, as all the fire 

alarms for the main sections of the ship were indicating and alarmed on a big console. 

The ship had two small cargo holds on the foredeck.  Usually from New York to Bermuda we would 

load palletised cargo for Hamilton or St. George, sometimes royal mail and also the two store decks 

on the after end. 

Ship facilities were a large saloon bar stretching across the fore part of the boat deck.  A two 

hundred seat cinema and Sunday morning service (every voyage had a RC Priest on board).  There 

was a small cocktail bar on B Deck; on Deck A; a stage, cabaret and bar; a swimming pool at the 

after end of A Deck and an uninterrupted walk around the Promenade Deck.  

The hub of the passenger accommodation was A Deck Square where the passengers boarded and 

alighted.  Also on A Deck Square were the telephone exchange and the Chief and Assistant 

Steward’s cabin (Henry).  Henry was a lovely, humorous one eyed gentleman with a glass eye.  He 

entertained a lot and was certainly a favourite of us Deck officers.  Most mornings I would pop in to 

say hello.  One morning he was obviously ‘in his cups’, stretched out on his arm chair. He asked if I 

would do him a favour, ‘Certainly Henry’.  Up in the book cases were four spare eyes all at various 

degrees of ‘bloodshotness’.  He took his handkerchief and popped his eye into it then asked me to 

take a good look at his good eye and match a false one with the good bloodshot false eye.  

‘Certainly Henry, anything else?’  No, that’s all today thank, you he replied. 

Also among the crew were six bell-boys who were under the control of the Senior 2nd Steward. Their 

cabin was strictly out of bounds to the Senior ratings.  Anyone breaking the rule was sacked with a 

decline to report (ability/conduct (DR) ), entry in their discharge books.  Still boys, and mostly from 

Liverpool, they were usually quite cheeky lads.  In their uniforms, blue high button jackets and round 

hats they were great favourites of the American female passengers.  One trick they would play: once 

a trip whilst operating the lifts the lad would start sniffling, tears in his eyes.  When asked why, ‘it’s 

my burfady today and I’ve never been away on a burfday before’.  Out would come the dollar bills 

cheering him up no end.  These boys would come on board with a carrier bag of gear and after 

eleven months would go home with a couple of suitcases full of gear including a tuxedo and dress 

trousers! 

Another small section of the crew was the Masters at Arms.  Four in total, three ex-Glasgow 

Constables and a Londoner with no previous police experience.  During WW2 he was a radio 

operator on a merchant ship. Torpedoed, he landed up in a life boat.  The guilty submarine surfaced 

and took the Captain, Chief Engineer and he aboard and took them to Lorient in France and then to  

a special POW camp for mercantile personnel in Germany.  He was artistic and able to draw very 

well.  The Red Cross provided diaries to use if they wished.  His was complete with wonderful 

drawings and goings on in the camp, in the back amusing extracts received by some of his POW 

mates.  One lad wrote home to his wife asking if she would knit him a sweater for the coming winter.  

The letters took three months to arrive home and vice versa.  He wrote in July.  In November he 

received a reply: ‘what colour would you like?’ it was an excellent diary and I hope it landed up in a 

museum somewhere. 
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Discipline was generally very good.  The Master at Arms main duty was to keep a fire patrol during 

the night.  They would carry a clock around all the accommodation to various points and check their 

clock.  In the morning the Staff Captain would remove the printed sheet and check that the points 

were checked on time throughout the night. 

Another member of the crew was the Deck Engineer.  This lad was a time served engineer but 

without marine qualifications.  One trip a passenger in one of the single cabins on Sun Deck 

reported that the fire nozzle on the Deck Head was leaning slightly. Being one of the deck 

engineer’s responsibilities he went to the cabin to take a look.  The passenger had his bags on his 

bed ready and open to unpack.  The engineer said a new seal on the glass was required, so off he 

went to close off the pressure on the system.  There were about ten sections of the ship which could 

be isolated so he went to the isolating cabinet on the Boat Deck to shut down the appropriate 

section returning to the Sun Deck cabin to renew the glass and the seal.  With his ever handy 

spanner he broke the glass.  Whoops!  He had shut down the wrong section.  High power jets of 

water covered every inch of the cabin, the water not being too clean. Drenching engineer, 

passenger and all his clothes and, of course, setting the fire alarms. Chaos!   We all went to our fire 

station and the apprentice on the bridge informed us through the tannoy where the ‘fire’ was.  The 

alarm bell stopped after a couple of minutes, and then a very sheepish, wettish engineer appeared 

and admitted he had isolated the wrong section. The poor passenger was moved to another cabin.  I 

think he took it all very well and was happily installed in a larger cabin.  Hope his clothes with the 

onrush of rusty water were not too badly stained. 

Our first trip was down to Bermuda to sign on about 15% of our crew who were Bermudans. They 

signed ‘Colonial Articles of Agreement’, which allowed them to be released before the vessel 

returned to the UK in eleven months’ time.  We berthed at St. George’s about seven miles away 

from Hamilton, the capitol.  For five months our other passenger liner ‘Queen of Bermuda’ was back 

in Newcastle for a modernisation.  She was built during the Prohibition years in USA so Americans 

could come for a week’s cruise and drink, legally, their fill. 

The Bermuda week’s voyage went like this: sailing from New York at 02.30 on a Saturday afternoon, 

arriving Bermuda at 06.00 Monday morning. Sailing Wednesday afternoon at 02.30 and arriving 

New York at 06.00 Friday morning.  This was heavy going on a young officer’s pocket as each week 

we had three nights in port.  But it was very good for the officers whose wives lived in Bermuda.  

They would nip ashore in New York to the nearest supermarket and buy the weekly groceries at half 

the cost of their wives’ shopping in Bermuda.  

Life on board with such a big crew was very different to the forty or so I had been used to.  One 

advantage I had a large choice of people to associate with.  I found that a large choice of shipmates 

made for a very good community spirit. 

The first Christmas we spent at sea and also New Year’s Eve.  George and I were on the morning 

watch and about 00.30 the Staff Captain came roaring onto the Bridge complaining that the Pig and 

Whistle, (Crew’s Bar), was still open and that I was to gather up the Master at Arms and go 

immediately to close it down.  On arriving expecting mayhem they were all just singing and dancing 

with the female crew members, so when he arrived to give them his greetings his reception and 

utterings were distinctly hostile. 

Up unto the spring we were mainly running two weekly cruises from New York to the West Indies, 

visiting mainly Nassau, Jamaica and St. Thomas.  When the ‘Queen of Bermuda’ returned minus 

two funnels and a slightly raking bow, we went down to Port Everglades to complete seven weekly 

cruises to mainly St. Thomas, Jamaica (Ocho Rhios) San Juan (Puerto Rico) and Port Au Prince 

(Haiti).  Ocho Rhios is on the north coast of Jamaica and is a working bulk carrier port.  In the future 
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I was to visit once again this time on a general cargo ship loading a full, (a little bit over full), cargo of 

bulk sugar for the Tate and Lyles, Liverpool. 

A half mile to the west of the port was Dunn River Falls; it was here James Bond met Ursula 

Andress in the first Bond film: Dr. No.  It is a very beautiful part of a very beautiful island. 

The last time I had been to Port Everglades was on the ‘Highland Prince’ in 1954.  In those years 

there had been many developments so instead of having an old wooden pier they were developing a 

large passenger ship terminal. 

In the early summer we were sent to Philadelphia for three cruises to the West Indies, mainly to 

drum up business in new area.  The first night we held a cocktail buffet party for local travel agents, 

dignitaries and newspaper and magazine personnel.  I was on duty that evening and received a call 

from an apprentice on watch on the Bridge, he had seen one of our lifebuoys thrown from the boat 

deck onto the quay and a young lad come out of the warehouse and make off with it.  Off I went off 

onto the quay into the warehouse and there they were seventy yards ahead of me with our lifebuoy 

in tow.  They would not heed my warning caution and got to their sports car at the end of the shed.  

As I caught up with them they stuffed the lifebuoy into the boot.  I stood in front of the car which 

started forward motion, slowly accelerating with me trotting backwards.  Soon I had no option but to 

move onto the sloping bonnet of the car, with that the young driver put his foot down and the car 

turned sharply to the right.  With nothing to hold onto I went flying through the air.  I must have 

landed on my back and my head for I knew no more until I awoke in a police ambulance with its 

screaming siren through the streets of Philadelphia.  By the time we reached the hospital I was very 

conscious but somewhat woozy and felt quite a big bump on the back of my head.  The ship’s agent 

arrived and said I had to go to the local cop shop to make a statement.  All I wanted was to return to 

my ship and go to bed. 

The agent said the two lads were arrested at the dock gates and the lifebuoy returned to the ship.  I 

was sat in this draughty precinct station in shock; they would not let me return to the ship until I 

agreed not to press charges against them.  One of them was a son of the largest shipping agent on 

the east coast.  Eventually I agreed and was allowed to return and go to bed! 

The next morning I had an interview with the Captain about the incident and that was the first time 

he had spoken to me since I joined the ship eight months before.  He made some point that I would 

be afforded some compensation for the action and damage to my uniform.  
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Short Story Competition!  

Calling all budding writers!  

Open to all between 8 and 14 years old. Use 

your imagination to start with: 

‘I opened the door and…….’ 

 Book Token Prizes will be awarded to the winners 

 One side of A4 ( handwritten or word-processed )  

 Suggested template on the next page 

 Publication in the CB & H Express in the May issue 

 Deadline: 26th April 2020 

Send your entry to…………..  

Email:  cbandhexpress@outlook.com or 

Post/delivery:     Sharon Hallis  

Southdene 
Blandford Road 
Coombe Bissett 
Salisbury   SP5  4LH 

Please make sure your name and contact details are clearly 

marked at the top of the story. 

So get writing and good luck! 
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COOMBE BISSETT & HOMINGTON EXPRESS SHORT STORY COMPETION 
 

NAME: 

I opened the door and……………………… 
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Local Weather Diary 2020 Richard Allen 718522 
                TEMPERATURES RAINFALL 
Week Ending Average Daily 

Maximum 
Average Nightly 

Minimum 
Average 

Mean 
Total 

Inches 
  Deg C Deg C Deg C  

 
Jan 5 8.9 6.5 7.7 0.20 
 12 10.2 7.4 8.8 0.83 
 19 8.6 4.4 6.5 2.68 
 26 6.6 2.8 4.7 0.33 
Feb 2 9.9 6.0 8.0 0.91 
 9 9.4 4.7 7.0 1.26 
 16 9.1 5.3 7.2 3.35 
 23 10.7 6.0 8.4 0.57 
March 1 8.9  4.1  6.5 1.79 

      
Monthly Figures     
January 8.7 5.3 7.0 4.94 
February 9.7 5.3 7.5 6.98 

       
Year to date rainfall  13.92 inches 

 
January  
 
January was exceptionally mild and very wet.  The month began under the influence of an anti-cyclone 
which gave us a week of mostly dry and quiet weather but unfortunately it was anti-cyclonic gloom rather 
than sunshine which prevailed so that we only had one day in the first eight when the sun came out at all.  
After a couple of bright, sunny days on 10th and 12th, Storm Brendan arrived on 13th/14th.  Winds, probably 
up to gale force and heavy rain started overnight on 13th and lasted until it cleared on the afternoon of 
15th.  Further heavy rain fell on 16th to yield a total of 2.35 inches in just three days.  After all the wind, 
rain and mild unseasonal temperatures, we then enjoyed five days just as winter  should be as an intense 
area of high pressure developed and slowly moved across Britain.  Maximum temperatures between 18th 
and 21st were just 4 to 5C and there were five successive air frosts overnight, although none of these were 
severe.  These four, cold very sunny days were a welcome break in an otherwise wet, often windy and 
mild month.  This area of high pressure proved to be a record breaker, with a high of 1045.5mbs, beating 
my previous record of 1043mbs on 5 November 1995.  January’s mean temperature was 7C, placing it 
fifth warmest in my 34 years of records.  If, however, I allow for the fact that I changed by thermometer in 
2017, it was most likely the warmest January of all.  The average mean temperature for January is 4.9C. 
Rainfall totalled 4.94 inches which is almost one inch above the January average.  There have been plenty 
of wetter Januarys than this.  The wettest of all being January 2014 when we received 9.77 inches.  My 
crude estimate of sunshine hours gives a total of 53 for the month.  Only in January 1996 have I estimated 
less sunshine than this, namely just 31 hours.  My average estimated figure for January is 76 hours. 
 
February  
 
February began with daffodils in bloom and rose bushes in leaf and the weather very mild and sunny with 
a high on 2nd of 13C (55F) and an overnight minimum of 9C (48F) on 1st.  Apart from rain on 3rd, the first 
week of February was mostly dry.  The whole of the rest of the month was unsettled with measurable 
rainfall on each day bar one from 8th onwards.  Any hope that February might behave like a winter month 
before the official start of Spring was dashed as day after day produced mild temperatures and plenty of 
wind and rain.  There were just two air frosts during the month, on the night of 5th and 6th and thereafter 
just 7 nights when the temperature went low enough for a touch of ground frost.  There were three days 
towards the end of the month which, by comparison only with the fact that the rest of the month was so 
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mild, produced some cold weather although temperatures still reached 8C on each day.  I actually spotted 
some drops of sleet as I drove to work on 27th but it was really only one or two!  We still await some 
snowfall.  March/April are as likely to produce snow as any of the winter months, so I won’t give up yet!  
Storm Dennis arrived in the early hours of 15th and its effect lasted until 16th.  Strong winds and heavy rain 
produced 2.5 inches of rainfall in the two days.  February’s rainfall of 7 inches was the third highest I have 
recorded since 1987 and compares with a 34year average of 3.1 inches.  Measurable rainfall occurred on 
23 of the 29 days.  The mean temperature was 7.5C which compares with a 34year average mean 
temperature of 5.3C.  Although I have recorded three warmer Februarys (2002 8.2C, 2011 7.9C and 2014 
7.7C) if I allow for the change in my thermometer in 2017 it is likely that this February was actually the 
warmest in my records thus both January and February have been the warmest since at least 1987. 
 
Winter 2019/20  
 
The mean temperature this winter was 7.1C which is 2C above my 34 year average. The only warmer 
winter was 2015/16 with a mean of 8.5C owing to the exceptional warmth of December 2015. The mean 
temperature that month was 11.8C a full 6C above the December norm and 4C higher than any other 
December. 
Despite the incessant rain of this winter, which yielded a total rainfall of 18.9 inches, compared with a 
winter norm of 11 inches, it only ranks second wettest. Winter 2013/14 holds the record and hopefully 
will for many years to come, with a total rainfall of 25 inches! You will recall the flooding that winter, 
locally, was much worse than this winter’s has been. 
My sunshine estimate for the winter, which gives nothing more than an indication, was 182 hours. I have 
only one winter in my records with less than this and that was in 1995/96 with 175 hours. My average for 
winter is 235 hours. 
 
Autumn/Winter combined rainfall 
 
It started raining on September 23rd and carried on throughout the Autumn and Winter. Between that 
date and the end of winter at the end of February, there were 160 days and I recorded measurable 
rainfall on 113 of them. The longest dry spell was 5 days at the beginning of December and again in mid 
January. 
The combined Autumn/Winter rainfall was 35.89 inches and this is very close to my average annual total! 
Despite that total, it was not the wettest such period. The record belongs with 2013/14 with 36.48 inches 
owing to that winter’s record rainfall as mentioned above. 
 
Thank yous 
 
With another year passing, I would like to record my special thanks to Howard Phipps for making it 
possible for me to keep this record of manual weather observations going on the numerous occasions 
that I cannot do so. Thanks also to Ange for her filling in for me when we aren’t both away and last but 
not least to Christine Bridewell at the office for producing the typed report, often when the Express 
deadline is imminent! 
 
Future weather recording? 
 
Having recently become aware of a really good local weather station on line, it seems silly for me to keep 
this manually based system going so it is either time for me to get an electronic weather recording system 
or simply close down.  
I can think of one or two people who would benefit from such action! 
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Tennis Club Report     Janet Finniss 718346 

The club is following  the LTA latest “Advice for Venues” so until further notice the courts are open 
for play with the obvious proviso that EVERYONE strictly adheres to the social distancing and hygiene 
guidelines.  The playing side of our membership continues as long as the Government allows but the 
social side has for now ceased.  All members should have received an email with the full information. 
 
All club tournaments have been suspended until further notice. 
 
Following British Summer Time, the Wednesday club session will change to 5.30pm on Wednesday 1 
April 2020, guidelines permitting. 
 
Let’s hope for some positive news by the next edition of the Express. 

 

 

CHAV 
 
Very much like the last report, not a lot to say in terms of tasks requested or reported but 
still small tasks do get done by parishioners on a regular basis. Litter picking is a task that 
some of us still do and for those that might be interested I still have 3 pairs of gloves which 
can be used for this purpose and if you wish to help then please contact me if you would like 
a pair. They are kept in sealed packets so it could be arranged for them to be left on your 
doorstep 
 
All of our lives are now being affected by the Coronavirus situation so if there is any task 
that needs urgent attention within our two villages please contact me and it may be 
possible to organise a CHAV working alone to carry out the task, if it really is urgent. Any 
non urgent tasks and those that need a larger group of helpers will need to be put on hold 
until things improve. 
 
Our community is working together to look after each other at this time so keep well. 
 
Gerald Bundy 
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Crimestoppers is an independent charity that gives people the power to speak up to help stop crime 

– 100% anonymously. We believe everyone has the right to feel safe from crime, wherever they live.  

 

Crime can be worrying and some people refuse to speak to authorities for a host of reasons, from 

fear of retribution, embarrassment or awkwardness to cultural expectations. It’s good to know that 

Crimestoppers is trusted by hundreds of thousands of people who each year safely pass on 

information about crime.  

 

Our professionally-staffed UK Contact Centre is open 24/7, 365 days a year. Information can be given 

by phoning 0800 555 111 or by completing an untraceable online form at Crimestoppers-uk.org – 

our charity is here to listen and here to help. Last year over half a million people trusted us with the 

crime information.  

 

Each and every day we hear from people whose voices would otherwise not be heard. And every day 

around 10 people are arrested and charged as a result of the information our charity receives. 

 

Since Crimestoppers began in 1988, we have received over 2.1 million actionable calls, resulting in 

more than 149,000 arrests and charges, over £138 million worth of stolen goods have been 

recovered and over £351 million worth of illegal drugs have been seized. 

 

Alongside our national campaigns, we have a network of volunteers across the UK who help 

promote our services to those who need them.  In Wiltshire and Swindon, the Crimestoppers 

Committee, working with our Regional Manager from Crimestoppers HQ, is responsible for all 

Crimestoppers activity in our area.  The Committee is Chaired by Matt McGinn, a serving Army 

Officer, and he and the rest of the Committee, are passionate about making our communities safer 

and are keen to enlist your help to make sure that the good work of Crimestoppers in Wiltshire and 

Swindon can continue.  The Committee do this by delivering specific campaigns to get information 

and helping to raise awareness of the reporting line and online form across the County, by delivering 

presentations, media campaigns and networking. 

 

If you would like to know more about the work of Crimestoppers in our County or would like to 

volunteer or help fundraise, please contact us by email at Matthew.McGinn@crimestoppers-uk.org 

or visit Crimestoppers-uk.org for more information. 

 

To help keep your community safe, speak to police or if you prefer, you can trust Crimestoppers and 

stay completely anonymous.  

 

Together we can make our communities safer.  
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PEKING to BARTON ON SEA Michael and Marcus Eatough Car  

Part 2 

Day 11: June 12   
The Russian country side is vast and very beautiful, and the people incredibly friendly, they even have 
a Peking to Paris fan club! At our stops the children asked for our autographs in a booklet containing 
all the cars. At a Passage Control stop a little girl gave us each a sweet and then a hug! It made me 
feel quite humble. On our way through tiny villages and towns people turned out to wave and cheer. 
At last we arrived at our night stop, high in the mountains. A ski resort called Aya, and a hotel not a 
camp, wonderful.  A team of Russian mechanics got to work on many cars as they arrived. 
 
Day 12: June 13   
The beautiful Russian countryside continued, with spectacular views. I now understand the scale of 
Russia rather like driving in British Columbia or the Yukon. The countryside seems to roll on for ever 
in every direction with snow-capped mountains in view. Butterflies, literally millions of them flying in 
dense swarms, cover the windshield and the radiator grill, the engine began to get hot and I had to 
remove hundreds of dead butterflies from the grill and clean the windscreen. This happened several 
times during the course of the day. 
 
Day 13 and 14: June 14 & 15    
Arrived at Novosibirsk, but we did not follow the rally route today. My car is on the ramp and being 
inspected. Despite the harsh treatment the car seems to be basically ok, but the off side rear wheel 
has been damaged and the tyre wall has a split in it. Rest day tomorrow, so will spend some time 
sorting the car out. Then on to Kazakhstan on Sunday for more punishing roads! 
 
Day 15: June 16  
The car is as good as it can be under the circumstances. Once out of Novosibirsk the roads 
descended into rough potholes with a poor surface, so we were bouncing along. By the time the test 
ended the car was running on only five cylinders but soon returned to all six. Later kind locals 
appeared with buckets of water and cleaned the windscreen! Our aim for the day is to enter 
Kazakhstan and to reach our night stop. This turns out to be the worst hotel I have ever stayed in by 
far, like something out of an old Cold War film! The best thing about Kazakhstan is that petrol is about 
£0.40 a litre.  
 
Day 16 and 17:  June 17 & 18  
Kazakhstan is a poor country but rich in gas and oil deposits. After a long day and three tests we 
arrive in the capital city Nur-Sultan. The wealth of the country seems to be in this city. A treat was in 
store we arrived at a small village in the middle of nowhere. To get to our camp we needed to make a 
river crossing. The local people were dressed in national costume, they had prepared local food. 
When the sun set a large bonfire was lit and we all linked arms and sang, the locals actually thanked 
us for choosing their village.  
 
Day 18 and 19: June 19 & 20  
The days are rolling by and we are now close to the Russian border. Marcus and I decided we 
needed to make the car lighter, so we looked carefully in the boot and simply left behind anything 
non-essential. So our sand ladders came out!  We decided our 100 litre fuel tank was large enough, 
so we poured our emergency 10 litre can into the tank and ditched the metal can. Taking weight out 
will help us hopefully. We made our way to the Russian border, filling up with petrol in Kazakhstan. 
Another border crossing: passports, car documents and photograph check.  Eventually we drive to the 
Russian side…. passport check again, check each car again, more photographs! At last we are 
waved through, and then a final exit check and the gate is opened to Russia! 
 
Day 20 and 21: June 21 & 22  
We arrived at the only test of the day - a lap on a small race circuit. All I needed to do was to drive 
round as fast as possible and stop dead across the stop line mark. We managed the lap in two 
minutes and nineteen seconds. Not the fastest lap of the day but not the worst either! Eventually we 
arrive at Ufa, fill up with fuel. We are just a few days from St Petersburg, can we reach Finland?  
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Part 3 
 
Day 22:  June 23  
We reach Kazan a large regional city. The day started quite normally and I expected lighter traffic 
being Sunday. Instead there are trucks everywhere. Sunday in Russia is different to Sunday at home. 
It feels like a normal work day. Roads are very busy and drivers drive like they have a death wish. 
Overtaking is the norm… even when there is no room! Drivers force their way in and out of traffic. 
Eventually we reached the race circuit and manage two fast laps. At last arrived at the Korston Tower 
Hotel. Time for a drink I think, quite a day, long and hot!  
 
Day 23: June 24   
The Russian countryside is very picturesque but the villages are poor many with gas pipes running on 
stilts to supply the houses. We crossed a river on what looked like a second hand army pontoon 
bridge, just one car at a time. We arrived at Nijniy Novgorod and there is a carnival atmosphere. 
Peking to Paris is a big event in Russia!  
 
Day 24: June 25   
Started the day at the race circuit, with two laps to do.  There is a lot of travelling to do today and our 
destination is Zavidovo which is not far from Moscow.   
 
Day 25 and 26: June 26 & 27  
On our way to St Petersburg, after leaving the hotel we made our way to a new motorway connecting 
Moscow to St Petersburg. A great road, but with very narrow hard shoulders and no fuel. The 
authorities have had to provide emergency fuel stations on some of the stopping points. Stopped in a 
small town where everyone turned out to see us, including local television, and I was interviewed!  
Well-earned rest in St Petersburg.  
 
Day 27: June 28   
Left St Petersburg and headed for the highway. More difficult driving and crazy manoeuvres from 
Russian drivers. I have driven all over the world and these guys take the biscuit. Headed north on yet 
another dangerous highway with cars overtaking three abreast sometimes. A final checkpoint, the 
barrier is lifted and our old Mercedes drives towards the west and Finland, reminiscent of an old spy 
film. I must mention the retired Prime Minister of Finland came to see our cars and we had a short 
chat. 
 
Day 28: June 29   
The morning was quite fresh, we are 60 degrees north here and at this time of the year it is daylight at 
mid night. Straight to the track for the first test. Just a dirt track but many spectators came to watch, 
despite taking it relatively easy we did a respectable time.  After we were treated to morning coffee. 
Then off we went to the port of Helsinki as I write this we are queuing for the ferry. Our destination is 
Estonia and the beautiful city of Tallinn. 
 
Day 29: June 30   
Sadly only one night stop in Tallinn no time to look at anything; we are on a car rally not a sightseeing 
trip! We have entered the last week. If we can keep going we will enter Paris in one week. Whatever 
happens this has been a journey and adventure of Biblical proportions. Onto Riga! 
. 
Day 30:  July 1   
Eventually entered Lithuania. The test was an old race circuit, with chicanes, barriers, and other 
obstacles. The old Mercedes now feeling more than a little tired after driving nearly 8,000 miles since 
leaving Beijing. The Gobi Desert took its toll and so has the continuous competition, and driving to 
schedule. We crossed into Poland, and drove by camping areas and a number of lakes some with 
yachts sailing  
 
Day 31: July 2   
Our journey meanders west through many small towns and villages. I am struck by how nice Poland 
is. Then back on to the gravel and some tricky roads stones pounding the underneath the Mercedes. 
Nothing compared with Mongolia but still a shock. Just five more days. 
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Day 32: July 3   
Poland is a lovely country and often picturesque. I noticed many more cycle lanes, new dual 
carriageways and modern factory buildings. What a massive contrast between Poland and Russia! 
After a 30 minute time control we proceed to our next test on an old airfield. Tricky but good fun.  
 
Day 33: July 4   
Off to a street race circuit in Szczecin, the roads were closed and supervised by the police. Each car 
drove onto a ramp, quick interview with a local TV channel and the countdown began. Despite the 
early hour, the route was lined with cheering crowds. Next stop is Wolfsburg, and our final time control 
was at the Volkswagen factory. Tomorrow is Friday and we are scheduled to arrive in Paris on 
Sunday. 
 
Day 34 and 35: July 5 & 6   
Soon left the autobahn near Cologne and quickly crossing the Rhine, not long after we cross into 
Belgium. I kept saying “we have not reached the end yet”. Arrived at Liege at about 19:30 another full 
day. We did find a car wash on the way into the city so managed a quick wash. Still on track for our 
silver medal. Tomorrow we finish in Ypres. Hope the old Mercedes keeps going.   A treat was in store 
when we arrived in Ypres driving through the Menin Gate. A large crowd of people, the crews were 
interviewed by local radio and the town of Ypres gave us all beer tokens! 
 
Day 36: July 7   
At last we arrived at Place Vendome, and we joined a long line of Peking to Paris cars. It was so hot 
and each car took a few minutes to go through the finish arch.  My wife Jane, daughter Emma and 
young son Matthew came out of the crowd. Wonderful welcome!  
 
At last we arrived at the finish arch.  Guess what, the old Merc refused to start! So we had to push old 
Reggie through. After all those miles and 13 countries the last 15 yards seemed to just too tough. 
Thankfully 30 minutes later he did start, after cooling down 
 
And so….. changed for dinner, wearing dinner jackets we had an evening we will never forget. Most 
wonderfully, Marcus and I had become a great team, father and son and not even a cross word during 
all those miles! A magnificent and exciting adventure!  

 

The next morning we fought our way through Paris and after a normal journey on congested roads 
arrived back in Barton on Sea later in the day. 

Michael’s daily diaries have been abridged by Sharon Hallis 
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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL COOMBE BISSETT 

AT 7.00 PM ON TUESDAY 10
th

 MARCH 2020 (unconfirmed). 

 

Present:  Councillors: D Rattue, D Hobson, P Crosthwaite, C Chelu and G Bundy. Mrs D James (Clerk). Wiltshire 

Cllr. R Clewer. Mr Ted Coombs, Mr Robin Maycock and Mr David Germain. 

 

99  Apologies for absence:  Cllr. S Gledhill and A Bird. 

 

100  Public question time:  Mr Coombs explained the difficulties he has encountered with Wiltshire Council (WC) 

Planning Department following his purchase of the airstrip in Coombe Bissett. The Councillors offered advice and 

recommendations.  

 

Mr Germain asked R Clewer to comment on plans for the proposed Harnham Gyratory and also the road surface 

condition of the A354. R Clewer said there are no time lines agreed for the Harnham Gyratory and A354 resurfacing 

in Coombe Bissett is dependant on WC budget availability. C Chelu added he has regularly alerted WC to the defects 

on the village section of the A354. 

 

101  Minutes of the last meeting:  The minutes were proposed by C Chelu, seconded by P Crosthwaite and agreed 

by all as a correct record. 

  
102  Declarations of interest:  G Bundy declared an interest in the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). 

Therefore he will not take part in any Parish Council considerations. There were no additional declarations of interest 

in items on the agenda. 

 

103  Matters arising: 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan:  A Community Engagement feedback event is planned for the evening 

of 17
th

 March. It is hoped it will be well attended by villagers. Charles May from Coombe Bissett Stores has 

offered to supply wine and nibbles. Service and glasses will be free of charge. All councillors were in favour. 

 

Gates across bridleways in Coombe Bissett:  G Bundy explained that WC rights of way officer has still not 

responded to the suggestion of metal bollards in order to restrict vehicles along bridleway 8. The restrictors 

must be user friendly for horses and riders. G Bundy will follow up. There has been a further episode of fly 

tipping in this area since the last meeting, which was cleared by G Bundy.  

 

Donkey Field fence:  It is proposed to establish a low chestnut fence around the Donkey Field. The top rail 

will be no higher than 60cm and constructed as an erect single rail cleft chestnut fence. The reason for a 

fence is to prevent vehicles driving across the Donkey Field in wet and bad weather, causing damage, which 

is difficult to restore. It is hoped work will commence in April depending on the condition of the field. 

 

Speeding on the A354:  The Speed Indicator Device (SID) is up and running. The positive news gathered 

from data collected shows that the SID does influence most drivers. After 2 weeks, 63% of drivers travelling 

into Coombe Bissett from Salisbury were driving at 30mph or less and the majority are still moving at less 

than 36mph. SID volunteers have been trained in moving the SID to various locations. 

 

Ramp onto play area:  A ramp installed into the play area will improve ease of access and safety. Mr Matt 

Mould will kindly carry out this work soon. 

 

New bench seats:  The Parish Council asked if anyone wanted to donate a seat, possibly as a memorial, but 

there has been no response. A request has also been received to site a seat adjacent to the bus stop outside the 

Fox and Goose. Landlord Keith Smith has no objection but he has passed on the request to his agent, who 

must agree. 

 

Tree planting:  Some Parish Council owned sites that have been identified for tree planting which maybe 

suitable for a commemoration tree. An offer was made in the Express for anyone wanting to plant a tree. 

There was no response. 

 

104  School request for Shutts Lane tree maintenance:  There has been a request from the School Health and 

Safety Representative asking for the Parish Council to contribute to maintenance work of trees on Shutts Lane bank 

bordering the school, following a report by a tree surgery company, obtained by the school. The Parish Council 

reviewed the report. Councillors stated that following extensive research in the past, it is not known who the 

landowner is. The Parish Council does not own the land and is therefore not liable or responsible for tree maintenance. 

It was agreed by all that a contribution would not be made. 
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105  Advertisement board frame for the Donkey Field:  A frame or support will be needed once the new fence is 

erected. A villager has kindly offered to construct it.  

 

106  Parish Council logo: There has been an offer of logo ideas, which might be appropriate for use by the Parish 

Council. It was rejected. 

 

107  Green Infrastructure and Open Space collaboration and household survey:  This is a collaborative piece of 

work between WC and parishes aimed at understanding the current provision of open space and will form evidence 

necessary to support a new Green Infrastructure Strategy by WC. Some household surveys have been submitted and 

the Parish Council will complete the main questionnaire.  

  

108  Parking on Recreation Field: 

17-03-20: NDP Community Engagement event 

28-03-20: Quiz night 

26-04-20: Cricket 

02-05-20: Cricket club dance 

03-05-20: Cricket 

09-05-20: Private event  

10-05-20: Cricket 

 

109  Parking on Donkey Field:  

No requests 

 

110  Notices on Donkey Field/Beech Tree: 

Film club 

NDP Community Engagement event 

Quiz night 

 

111  Correspondence received:  

Updated footpath map from Dr A Lack. 

Letter of assurance from WC indicating support of objections received forwarded to BT, for retention of the 

Homington phone box. 

WC consultation which requests details of any suggestions for bus service improvements, that are believed to be 

causing problems for residents in the parish area. The Parish Council has responded. 

 

112  Planning: 

Planning received:  

19/08192/FUL – Outfarm barns and yard, Coombe Farm, near Salisbury Racecourse, Coombe Bissett. Conversion 

and change of use of Outfarm Barns 1and 2 and new 16 sqm connecting structure to form single C3 dwelling with 

hard and soft landscaping and ecological mitigation to the building and ecological improvement to adjacent woodland 

and associated works. 

19/11523/FUL - Lower Cranbourne Farm Barn, Old Blandford Road, Coombe Bissett. Conversion of two existing 

agricultural barns to form a single storey residential dwelling (use class C3) and carport associated landscaping and 

access. Refused. 

20/00084/TCA – Karelea, Stocksbridge Lane, Coombe Bissett. Ash (T1) – remove branch overhanging neighbouring 

property and reduce overall height to 10-15ft approximately. Ash (T2) - remove branch overhanging neighbouring 

property and reduce overall height to 15ft approximately. Ash (T3) – fell and replant with Bird Cherry tree in same 

position. 

20/01776/TCA – The Old House, Homington Road, Coombe Bissett. Row of Hornbeam trees – remove unwanted 

branches and reduce height by 50%. 

 

Planning approved by Wiltshire Council:  

19/11851/CLE – Land to the west of the A354, to the south of Coombe Bissett. Certificate of Lawfulness existing for 

the change of use of agricultural land to an airstrip and the use of an agricultural building as a hangar. 

19/12134/FUL – Hawthorne Rise, Homington Road, Coombe Bissett. Replacement of existing lean to roof with new 

pitched roof and timber cladding to external walls of existing garage. 

 

113  Reports from representatives: 

C Chelu Highways representative reported he has had a meeting with a WC Highways Officer regarding Stratford 

Tony Road flooding and breaking up. A new drainage grip is being considered once the landowner has been 

consulted.  
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D Hobson Homington representative raised the problem of the prospect of Coronavirus self-isolation and the 

implications that will result. The Clerk will submit an article in the next Express indicating means of community 

support for those who need it. 

 

G Bundy Footpaths representative explained that fallen trees had blocked 3 footpaths recently. In all cases local 

residents had dealt with this.  

 

P Crosthwaite Flood Warden explained that WC had cleared the Homington Road blocked drains that had created 

excess water accumulating. However she described that there is a blockage under the road that needs solving. She has 

pressed WC for the work to be expedited without a result. R Clewer assured he would add his support. 

P Crosthwaite has met with officers from the Environment Agency and AONB to discuss Coombe Bissett Flooding. 

She reported that the river-modelling project is due to be completed soon and there maybe finance from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund to pay for improvements.    

 

114  Finance:   

Income:  

Nil 

 

Outgoings: 

696 Bawden Managed Landscapes – grass cutting December   £133.42 

697 Meeting expenses       £260.15 

698 Mrs D James – reimbursement for SID post extensions   £200.22 

699 Mrs D James – reimbursement for SID     £2331.08 

700 Bawden Managed Landscapes – grass cutting January   £133.42 

701 Mrs D James – reimbursement for 70m garden show bunting  £241.78  

702 Mrs D James – reimbursement for SID sockets and installation  £851.44  

703 Bawden Managed Landscapes – grass cutting February   £133.42 

704 Mrs D James – reimbursement for web domain renewal   £19.19   

705 Office expenses       £487.40  

706 Dr A Burnett – NDP fees      £1866.75   

     

Balance on accounts: 

The balance on the reserve account is: £32123.56 

The balance on the current account is: £17620.52 

The total of the two accounts is therefore: £49744.08 

 

D Hobson proposed, P Crosthwaite seconded and everyone agreed that cheques 696 to 706 be paid. 

 

115  Date of next meeting:  12
th

 May 2020 

  

116  The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 

                    

Celebration at Coombe Bissett Primary  December to February Update 
 
There have been plenty of reasons to celebrate at Coombe Bissett Primary this last term.  
 
We have been Committed to teaching children ‘Values for Life’, sharing life lessons from the bible and applying 
to real life. Each week the children share names of fellow pupils and staff that have demonstrated these values 
and list them on a scroll and shared in collective worship. Last term the children were learning about LOVE and 
their love of others – ‘Love their neighbour as they Love themselves’; and for those less fortunate than 
themselves.  
This term our Value for Life is HOPE. The school has high hopes for the children at Coombe Bissett and, together 
with their families, encouraging the children to set high targets for themselves – show they have great potential, 
how they can achieve so much by setting challenges and learning perseverance.  These Values for Life help the 
children to deepen their life learnings, preparing them for when they ‘flee the nest’. 
Care - We reward the children’s behaviour and love of learning with tokens which are counted by each team 
Captain each week. At the end of each term the winning team choose a fun team activity to do and a charity to 
fundraise towards. The Autumn Term Team Winners for the Tokens earned was Yellow Team. They met and 
voted for their reward – they chose to make ‘smorgs’ (biscuits / marshmallow / icing / sprinkles) one lunchtime. 
Yellow Team also chose the whole school charity for Spring – they have chosen to support the RSPCA in 
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Australia to help care for the displaced and injured animals as a result of the Australian Bush fires. The children 
will plan fundraising events, such as dress up days and bake sales, towards this charity. 

December always brings opportunities to share our love of Creativity with our community. From our 
contribution in the St Thomas’ Christmas Tree Festival, parading Lanterns through the village, local carol singing, 
to the Christingle service, the entire school community embraced the Christmas festivities. 
There has also been opportunity for the school community to share with the children. The 100 Club and Friends 
of Coombe Bissett Primary contributed to gifts (books) and Christmas dinner for the children. On the first day 
back in January the children were treated to a fabulous panto performed by a travelling Theatre Company, 
compliments of the 100 club. 
 
In January, Sale of Sales is one of our biggest and most enjoyable fundraisers on the calendar. Friends of 
Coombe Bissett Primary work closely with Salisbury Hospice and the stallholders, coordinated by Daphne 
Woolnough, to bring an amazing array of quality items to purchase, complimented by a scrumptious array of 
cakes, quiche and teas. 
 
Bags2Schools was another successful fundraiser whereby the company paid the school per kilogram of suitable 
items to be recycled. This has replaced our popular annual Jumble Sale bringing £200 to our Friends Fund. Look 
out for future opportunities to ‘Spring clean’. 
 
This coming week the children will have a visit from the ‘Life Van’ (Life Education Centre)– this is supported by 
our Community Police Team and the ‘Friends’, to support their PSHE curriculum and learning about their bodies, 
how to take care of them and how their relationships, food, drink, drugs and other substances can affect them. 
This is a valuable learning resource relying hugely on grants from local Rotary clubs, companies and charities. 
 
Working toward common goals – Community projects. Community is extremely important to Coombe Bissett 
Primary. We are excited to share news of our latest community projects. First of all we have been awarded 
funding from the Wiltshire CEP, with assistance and funding from the parish and church, towards a Reflection 
Garden (Prayer Garden). This compliments our Nurture Project, giving everyone a sensory area to escape to, a 
place to pray and reflect. We hope to get some assistance to develop this project and nurture its growth. The 
children will also be fundraising towards this project. 
 
We also have in the pipeline a plan to develop a Forest School, with assistance from the team at Wiltshire 
Wildlife, and other developing funding streams. The vision is to develop outdoor learning and share our love of 
nature. 
 
To support the full curriculum schedule there are numerous Inter team and Inter school sports tournaments as 
well as numerous extracurricular activities in and out of the school. We believe that this helps develop the 
‘whole child’ – in and out. 
In the background the entire staff and governing team have been working together to develop new school 
values that best represent our school vision and ethos. To compliment this work the children have been helping 
design artwork to represent these values- exploring biblical references, signs and symbols. After consultation 
some of this artwork will be on display in the school. These values form the foundation for our entire curriculum 
and school objectives. 
So much news to share. A huge thank you to the community for the continued support to our school. We are 
truly blessed by the care and commitment shared by the whole school community. Stay tuned for more exciting 
developments. 

 

  
 

 


