
HOUSING NEED FIGURE -
SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE BASE



KEY CHALLENGES - HOUSING

• The housing mix does not meet the needs of older 
people in CB&H who wish to downsize. 

• There is a lack of suitable homes for young families 
who may require smaller properties than currently on 
the market. 

• Reasons to consider small-scale development in the 
parish would be to ensure the vitality of the 
community, and the sustainable use and provision of 
local services in the future.  



EVIDENCE GATHERED THUS FAR INDICATES THAT:

• There is a higher than average distribution of 
older people (I.e. 65+ residents) in the parish.

• Most respondents are owner-occupants (i.e. 
private ownership with/without a mortgage).

• The majority of dwellings are detached, with 
few flats or terraced properties.

• There is a significant proportion of larger 
properties in the parish, i.e. 4 bed+ detached 
compared to Wiltshire and national averages.

• Household occupancy is slightly smaller than 
across Wiltshire, despite a comparatively larger
number of rooms and bedrooms (i.e. under-
occupied dwellings; e.g. 53% of dwellings had 2 
household members in the Community 
Questionnaire).

• It appears additional 1, 2 and 3-bedroom 
properties are required to meet local housing 
demand, in particular for 2 and 3-bedroom 
properties.

• There is a moderate demand for 
retirement/older persons’ accommodation.



PROPOSED HOUSING FIGURE UP TO 2036

A Housing Needs Assessment was carried by AECOM out 
for the CB&HNP to inform the Plan’s potential housing 
policies, but it did not specify an exact housing target for 
the parish.

The CB&HNP Housing Need Topic Paper sets out a working 
figure of 13-15 dwellings over the plan period, up to 2036. 
This figure has been reviewed and agreed by Wiltshire 
Council.

This has been assessed based on the following sources of 
information: 

• The Wiltshire Council Housing Needs Survey (2018)

• The CB&HNP Community Questionnaire (2018/9) 

• The AECOM Housing Needs Assessment (2019) 

This figure can also incorporate windfall, i.e. small-scale 
proposals that come through the planning application 
process as well as sites allocated in the Plan. Not all sites 
presented today need to be allocated in the Plan, but the 
ones supported most by the community in the most 
sustainable locations.

A further screening of the draft Plan will be conducted by 
Wilshire Council which may lead to a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment which will affect which sites 
should be allocated.



LO C A L LY- G AT H E R E D  I N F O R M AT I O N  I N D I C AT E S  T H AT:  

The Wiltshire Council Housing Needs Survey revealed a 
significant majority of respondents (89%) were in support of 
some new housing in Coombe Bissett. 

The most popular option was for between 4 and 10 new homes, 
followed by 11-20 homes (however, a time period was not 
defined in the questionnaire).

The survey found the majority of people are satisfied with their 
current housing (6.3% responding yes to having a housing 
need).

The Wiltshire Council Housing Needs Survey revealed a low 
demand for affordable housing.  

The most popular option for affordable housing was for 1 or 2-
bedroom homes (37% respectively); respondents also 
expressed a need for properties with 3 and 4 bedrooms (c. 13%, 
respectively).  

NB: these figures were before a screening on eligibility was 
carried out which found that only two households met this 
criteria and recommended that one 2-bed and one 3-bed shared 
ownership dwellings are required at the present time.

NB: this is only a preference, not based on 
actual housing need

NB: The WC Housing Needs Survey (HNS) did not 
expand on identified current/future housing need, 
unless Part II on affordable housing was answered 

Wiltshire Council Housing Needs Survey (2018)



AECOM’S HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT SUGGESTS:

The AECOM Housing Needs Assessment suggests that the dwelling size of new 
builds should be adjusted proportionally to address an oversupply of larger (i.e. 4+ 
detached properties).  It proposes that 18% of new built homes built as 1-bedroom, 
39% should be 2-bedroom, and a further 43% as 3-bedroom properties.  No new 4-
bed homes are recommended.

It also recommends that tenures should be weighted towards rented properties, 
including affordable housing (social rent), based on a comparison with national 
trends; this implied there was a significant lack of rented accommodation that 
should be addressed through the Plan. 

The report also concluded that ten older persons’ 
bedspaces or dwellings should be constructed to meet 
the needs of older people in the parish (which do not need 
to be provided in the parish, i.e. these could be met in 
Salisbury where there are additional facilities). AECOM 
suggest that 30% of older persons’ dwellings should be 
affordable housing (e.g. 3 out of 10 recommended older 
persons’ dwellings).

Affordable Marke

t

TOTAL

Adaptations, 
sheltered or 
retirement living

2 5 7

Housing with care 1 2 3

TOTAL 3 7 10

However, the steering group consider 
that market tenure (i.e. private rent or 
owner-occupied) would likely not 
necessarily need to be decided at the 
outset of development.  In particular, 
there was no demand for rented 
properties identified in the 2018 
Community Questionnaire.



2018 COMMUNIT Y QUESTIONNAIRE – HOUSING NEED

Additional analysis of the 2018 
Community Questionnaire on housing 
needs for respondents answering 5 (out 
of 5) on Question 7 indicates that there is: 
• A demand for owner-occupied 

dwellings
• Independent retirement 

accommodation (roughly reflecting 
AECOM’s figure of 10 older person 
dwellings) 

• Some limited affordable housing 
(rent/shared ownership). 

Out of a total of 95 households, there 
were 48 households who did not have any 
additional housing need in the 
questionnaire. 
There was no demand for private rented 
accommodation or assisted 
accommodation from the responses 
scoring 4 or 5 out of 5.

The results also broadly reflect AECOM’s 
conclusions on the split of housing 
between 1-3 bedroom dwellings. 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
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MORE INFORMATION

To find out more, visit the Housing Need 
Topic Paper which discusses the 
different evidence supporting the 13-15 
figure in more detail.


