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Hi everyone, 
 
Since our last newsletter in early March, there have been several important developments affecting both the 
Wiltshire Local Plan and the proposed housing development in Harnham (Sites 8 & 9). 
 

KEY POINTS AT A GLANCE 
 
• Wiltshire’s Local Plan has been withdrawn after Planning Inspectors found serious flaws. 
• Despite this, Wyatt Homes is continuing to pursue a planning application for Sites 8 & 9. 
• If approved, this would permanently change the southern edge of Harnham and bring years of disruption 

for nearby residents. 
• One issue residents may wish to consider is the apparent loss of the long-established fields pathway 

behind homes on Andrews Way and Thompson Close, alongside removal of the landscaped buffer. 
• Residents still have an opportunity to influence the proposals — but only if enough residents engage now. 
• Wyatt Homes’ public exhibition on 10 June is the first key opportunity to make your views known. 

 

     What happened to the Local Plan — and what it means for Salisbury 
 
You may recall that the Wiltshire Local Plan hearings were suspended last November after Planning 
Inspectors identified serious flaws, including unjustified housing distribution, poor consideration of 
brownfield alternatives, and deliverability concerns over the proposed new community north of Salisbury. 
 
On 19 May, Wiltshire Council voted to accept the Inspectors’ recommendation to withdraw the Plan and 
start again, bringing an end to more than nine years of work and around £4 million of public expenditure. 
 
The Council’s press statement is here: 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/wiltshire-council-withdraws-local-
plan-from-examination 
 
With the Local Plan withdrawn, developers may now seek to push ahead 
through the planning application process. Although Sites 6, 8 and 9 were 
included in the withdrawn Plan, the Inspectors never reached the stage of 
examining whether these sites were justified or needed. Persimmon has 
already submitted an outline planning application for Site 6. 
 

    What this means for Sites 8 & 9 – Wyatt Homes’ Public Exhibition on 10 June 
 
Despite the Local Plan being withdrawn, Wyatt Homes is continuing to pursue a full planning application for 
Sites 8 & 9, likely to be submitted later this summer. 
 
Wyatt Homes’ public exhibition is on Wednesday 10 June (3pm–7.30pm). Details are here: 
https://wyatthomessouthharnham.co.uk/#next. Copies of the email and invitation are attached. 
 
This is your opportunity to review the emerging proposals and make your views known before a planning 
application is submitted. 
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HHH, together with many residents in Harnham and Salisbury, remains firmly opposed to this development 
because it is the wrong development in the wrong location: 
 
•          Salisbury has already taken more than its fair share of housing growth, despite being identified by 

the Council as a “constrained settlement”. 
•          The local road network is already at or near capacity, with congestion and gridlock common at the 

Harnham Gyratory, Exeter Street, College Roundabout and Southampton Road. Planned Harnham 
Gyratory improvements have already been delayed from 2024 to 2028. Details here: 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/4007/Salisbury-junction-improvements. 

•         Brownfield alternatives remain available, alongside other sites that continue to come forward for 
development. 

•      Valuable greenfield farmland would be permanently lost. 
•     Important heritage assets, landscape character and local habitats could be harmed. 
•               Increased recreational pressure could significantly harm the sensitive Lime Kiln County Wildlife Site 

and its wildlife habitats. 
 

We encourage residents to consider these wider issues when reviewing the proposals. 
 

               Loss of Community Pathway 
 
One aspect residents and visitors may wish to consider 
is the apparent loss of the long-established fields 
pathway behind Andrews Way and Thompson Close — a 
well-used community walking link between Coombe 
Road and Odstock Road / Salisbury District Hospital, 
used by residents, hospital visitors, walkers and the 
wider community. 
 
The revised design appears to replace the previously 
illustrated enhanced pathway, cycle route and landscaped buffer with housing backing directly onto existing 
homes. For comparison, residents may wish to look at Wyatt Homes’ earlier concept (Slides 46–49): 
https://wyatthomessouthharnham.co.uk/ 
 
This is one aspect of the design residents may wish to raise when providing feedback to Wyatt Homes. 
 

     Other impacts if the development proceeds 
 
If the development goes ahead, local residents can expect a prolonged period of disruption, potentially 
lasting five years or more, including: 
 
• Severe traffic disruption and congestion on Coombe Road and surrounding roads during construction, 

including major works for the proposed roundabout, pedestrian crossing, bus stop infrastructure and 
utilities; 

• Increased construction traffic on local ‘rat runs’ through Homington, Odstock, Nunton and Coombe 
Bissett, alongside additional pressure on routes serving Salisbury District Hospital, schools and 
commuter traffic; 

• Construction noise, dust and light pollution, particularly for homes closest to the site, with heavy 
machinery, HGV movements and prolonged building activity; 

• Additional strain on already stretched local infrastructure and services, including schools, GP surgeries 
and transport networks. 
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     Your feedback and action now matters 
 
Wyatt Homes’ event on 10 June is the first major opportunity for residents to object to the proposals, explain 
the likely impacts, and challenge the emerging plans directly. Residents can attend at any time during the 
drop-in session, and an online feedback form is also expected for those unable to attend. 
 
A planning application for Sites 8 & 9 is expected later this summer. Once submitted, there will be a formal 
public consultation period, after which Council officers will assess the proposals before the Strategic 
Planning Committee, made up of elected councillors, decides the application. 
 
If residents stay silent, the strength of local concern may not be fully understood. But if enough residents 
engage and make clear that this is the wrong development in the wrong place, the proposals can still be 
challenged and influenced. 
 
So please make your voice heard — attend the event, submit feedback, and encourage neighbours, friends 
and family to do the same. 
 

                What happens next – and how you can help 
 
The Local Plan Inspectors’ conclusions closely reflected concerns raised by HHH and the wider community 
since 2023. Community-funded expert evidence helped ensure these issues were properly examined. 
 
Thanks to your generous support, HHH has already commissioned strong planning, technical and legal 
evidence to support the community’s case. Further expert input will be needed as the application 
progresses, so fundraising continues. 
 
Your support has already made a real difference — and the next phase will be just as important. Thank you. 
 
We will continue to provide practical guidance to help residents understand the proposals and submit 
effective comments or objections at the planning application stage. 
 
Finally, please do get in touch via social media or email at harnham.housing@gmail.com if you have any 
questions. 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Harnham Housing Steering Group (HHSG) 
 
Championing the Halt Harnham Housebuilding (HHH) Campaign 
  Visit our website •      Follow us on Facebook •      Donate on JustGiving 
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Wyatt Homes public exhibition invitation (email and flyer) 
 
Email invite (for those who have registered on Wyatt Homes’ website.) If you haven’t registered, we 
recommend doing so here: https://wyatthomessouthharnham.co.uk/#next 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter Invite (sent to residents in Harnham) 
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